CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.4  percent  in  January,  following  an  increase  of  0.2  percent  in 
December.  The  energy  index  registered  its  second  consecutive  large  increase,  advancing  1.9  percent  in  January 
after  increasing  1.1  percent  in  December.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  rose  4.2  percent  in  January, 
following  an  increase  of  2.0  percent  in  December.  The  food  index  increased  0.1  percent,  the  same  as  in  December. 
Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.3  percent,  following  increases  of  0.1  percent  in  each  of  the  2 
preceding  months.  Larger  increases  in  the  indexes  for  apparel  and  upkeep  and  for  shelter,  coupled  with  the 
substantially  smaller  decline  in  the  index  for  airline  fares,  were  responsible  for  the  acceleration  in  this  index 
from  December  to  January. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  FEBRUARY  DATA  ON  MARCH  15,  8:30  A.M.  (EST) .  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE  at  202-606-6994. 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous  FTP 

access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the  World  Wide 
Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is  incurred  through  your 
Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is  "LABSTAT.helpdesk@BLS.gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent  change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Jan .  1  996  f  rom- 

percent 

indexes 

Jan .  1996 

f  rom- 

percent 

Jan  . 

Jan  . 

Dec  . 

change  f  rom- 

Jan  . 

Jan . 

Dec  . 

change  f  rom 

1996 

1995 

1995 

Dec .  to  Jan . 

1996 

1995 

1995 

Dec .  to  Jan 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . . 

16  4.4 

2.7 

0.6 

0.4 

151.7 

2.6 

0.5 

0.4 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

462.5 

- 

451.9 

- 

Food  and  beverages  . 

151.4 

2.4 

.  7 

.  1 

150.8 

2.4 

.  7 

.  1 

Food  . 

151.0 

2 . 4 

.  7 

.  1 

150.5 

2.5 

.  7 

.  1 

Food  at  home  . 

151.9 

2.5 

1  .  1 

.0 

151.0 

2.6 

1  .0 

.0 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

17  1.5 

4.2 

1.2 

.9 

17  1.2 

4 . 2 

1  .  2 

1  .0 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

142.8 

4.0 

.6 

.  1 

142.5 

3 . 9 

.6 

.  1 

Dairy  products  . 

136.3 

2  .  7 

1  .0 

.  2 

136.1 

2.8 

1 .0 

.4 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

181.5 

.6 

2.0 

-1.0 

180.0 

.  7 

1  .7 

-1  .  1 

Other  food  at  home  . 

141.8 

1  .  1 

.9 

.  1 

141.4 

1  .  2 

.9 

.0 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

141.4 

4.4 

2 . 1 

1  .4 

141.3 

4 . 3 

2  .  1 

1  .  3 

Fats  and  oils  . 

139.7 

2.4 

1  .6 

.3 

139.6 

2.4 

1  .  7 

.4 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

130.0 

-2  .  5 

.4 

-  .  8 

129.5 

-2 .0 

.5 

-.7 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

153.1 

2  .  5 

.  7 

.3 

152.9 

2.5 

.  7 

.2 

150.6 

2 . 2 

.  1 

.  1 

150.6 

2  .  2 

.2 

.  2 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

155.6 

2.4 

.5 

.4 

15  5.0 

2  .  2 

.5 

.4 

Housing  . 

150.6 

2.9 

.6 

.3 

147.5 

2.8 

.5 

.3 

Shelter  . 

168.6 

3.5 

.  7 

.4 

163.9 

3.3 

.5 

.3 

Renters '  costs  1 /  . 

176.6 

3.5 

2.0 

.  7 

154.4 

3 .0 

1.2 

.5 

Rent,  residential  . 

160.0 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

159.7 

2 . 6 

.  3 

.3 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

206.5 

5 . 9 

6 . 3 

1.6 

205.5 

5  .  2 

5.9 

1  .  3 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

174.3 

3  .  5 

.2 

.  2 

159.0 

3  .  5 

.  2 

.  2 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 

174.7 

3.6 

.2 

.  3 

159.3 

3.6 

.  2 

.  2 

Household  insurance  1/  . 

158.0 

1  .  3 

-.2 

-.3 

145.0 

1  .  3 

-.4 

-.3 

Maintenance  and  repairs'  2/  . 

136.3 

2.4 

-.2 

-.2 

135.5 

2.0 

-.2 

-.2 

Maintenance  and  repair  services  2/  . 

142.1 

3.5 

.0 

.0 

144.6 

2.9 

-.1 

-.  1 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  2/  . 

128.6 

.9 

-.4 

-.4 

123.6 

.9 

-.5 

-.5 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

124.7 

1.5 

.8 

.5 

124.2 

1  .4 

.  7 

.4 

Fuels  . 

112.2 

1  .  4 

1  .  2 

.6 

111.4 

1.2 

1  .  1 

.6 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

97.6 

9.2 

8.9 

7.5 

97.4 

9 . 1 

8.8 

7.4 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

118.7 

.  6 

.  3 

-.2 

118.0 

.5 

.4 

.0 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2/  . 

154.4 

1.5 

.3 

.3 

154.8 

1.6 

.3 

.3 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

124.1 

1  .9 

.  2 

.  2 

122.8 

1.9 

.  3 

.  2 

Housef urnishings  . 

111.4 

.8 

.  3 

.3 

110.0 

.  7 

.3 

.  2 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

140.4 

4.9 

.4 

.4 

140.6 

4.8 

.5 

.  5 

Housekeeping  services  . 

145.7 

2  .  3 

.3 

.0 

149.0 

2 . 3 

.  3 

-.1 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

130.0 

.5 

-.5 

.  7 

129.1 

.6 

-.3 

.  7 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers'  apparel  2/  .... 

126.5 

.4 

-.5 

.7 

125.8 

.6 

-.3 

.8 

124.7 

.6 

-1.0 

1  . 1 

124.8 

1  .  1 

-.8 

1  .0 

123.4 

.3 

-1.0 

1.3 

122.3 

.  9 

-.8 

1  .  5 

13  1.5 

1  .9 

2 . 2 

2 . 2 

132.3 

1  .5 

1.9 

1  .9 

Footwear  . 

123.4 

-.5 

-.6 

-.6 

123.9 

-.4 

-.9 

-.9 

Other  apparel  commodities  . 

151.7 

1  .  1 

2  .  1 

-.6 

149.1 

.0 

2.6 

-.7 

Apparel  services  2/  . 

158.2 

.8 

.3 

.3 

157.6 

.  7 

.3 

.3 

Transportation  . 

139.9 

1.9 

.6 

.  7 

139.7 

2.0 

.6 

.9 

Private  transportation  . 

137.4 

1  .  9 

.  6 

.8 

138.0 

2  .  1 

.  6 

.9 

New  vehicles  . 

143.2 

1  .  8 

.3 

.  1 

144.2 

2  .  1 

.3 

.  2 

New  cars  . 

14  1.1 

1  .  5 

.  3 

.  1 

140.8 

1  .  6 

.  3 

.  1 

Used  cars  . 

157.9 

3.6 

-.2 

.8 

158.9 

3 .9 

-.  1 

.  9 

Motor  fuel  . 

98 . 6 

-  .  1 

2 . 3 

3  .8 

98.6 

.  1 

2  .  3 

3  .  7 

Gasoline  . 

98 . 2 

_  o 

2 . 3 

3  .  7 

93 . 2 

-.  1 

2.4 

4.0 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . . 

156.2 

2 . 8 

.  3 

.4 

157.1 

2.9 

.  3 

.  4 

Other  private  transportation  . 

172.7 

2 . 3 

.  2 

-.  1 

168.5 

2 . 3 

.  1 

-.  1 

Other  private  transportation 

104.6 

commodities  . 

105.4 

1  .  2 

.2 

.0 

1  .  2 

.  2 

.0 

Other  private  transportation 

184.6 

.  1 

-.1 

services  . 

188.5 

2 . 4 

.  1 

-.1 

2.6 

Public  transportation  . 

17  1.6 

1  .9 

.5 

-.5 

169.6 

2.9 

.4 

-.4 

Medical  care  . 

225.2 

4.0 

.6 

.4 

224.5 

4.0 

.6 

.4 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

207.7 

2  .  3 

.5 

.  5 

205.4 

2  .  2 

.6 

.6 

Medical  care  services  . 

229.3 

4.3 

.  7 

.4 

228.9 

4.4 

.  7 

.  3 

Professional  medical  services  . 

205 .0 

4.0 

.5 

.  3 

206.0 

4.0 

.5 

.  2 

Entertainment  . 

157.0 

3  .  2 

.  5 

.3 

154.7 

3  .  1 

.6 

.4 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

141.4 

2 . 8 

.  5 

.  3 

140.3 

2.6 

.6 

.4 

Entertainment  services  . 

175.5 

3  .6 

.5 

.  2 

175.5 

3 . 7 

.  5 

.4 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

212.0 

4.4 

.4 

.2 

209.0 

4.2 

.4 

.  2 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

229.3 

3  .  2 

.5 

-.3 

229.3 

3  .  1 

.  4 

-.3 

Personal  care  2/  . 

149.1 

2  .  3 

.  1 

.  1 

149.1 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

Toilet  goods- and  personal  care 

appliances  2/  . 

143.7 

1  .  1 

-.3 

-.3 

144.4 

.9 

-.2 

-.2 

Personal  care  services  2/  . 

155.0 

3  .  7 

.5 

.  5 

154.9 

3.6 

.  5 

.  5 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  . 

243 .0 

5.6 

.  5 

.  5 

238.5 

5  .  5 

.5 

.  5 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

223.8 

5.6 

2.2 

1  .0 

2  2  5  .2 

5.5 

2  .  2 

1  .  1 

Personal  and  educational  services  .... 

244.7 

5.6 

.4 

.4 

239.8 

5 . 5 

.4 

.  4 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

154.4 

2.7 

.6 

.4 

151.7 

2.6 

.  5 

.4 

Commodities  . 

137.8 

2 .0 

•  6 

.  5 

137.7 

2  .  1 

.6 

.  6 

Food  and  beverages  . 

15  1.4 

2.4 

.  7 

.  1 

150.8 

2  .  4 

.  7 

.  i 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 

129.5 

1  .6 

.5 

.8 

129.7 

1  .  8 

.  5 

.9 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

129.8 

1  .8 

.8 

1.4 

129.3 

1  .8 

.8 

1.4 

Apparel  commodities  . 

126.5 

.4 

-.5 

.  7 

125.8 

.  6 

-.3 

.8 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages. 

and  appar e  1  . t . 

134.5 

2.5 

1  .4 

1 .  7 

133.9 

2 . 3 

1 .4 

1  .  7 

Durables  . 

129.3 

1  .  7 

.2 

.  2 

129.1 

1  .8 

.  2 

.3 

Services  . L . 

17  1.3 

3  .  3 

.5 

.3 

168.6 

3  .  2 

.4 

.  2 

Rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

175.5 

3.6 

.7 

.3 

15  7.7 

3.4 

.5 

.3 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

she  Iter  1/  . 

139.0 

1  .  3 

.3 

-.  1 

127.6 

1  .2 

.3 

-.1 

Transportation  services  . 

176.8 

2.4 

.  3 

-.  1 

175.2 

2 . 7 

.  2 

-  .  1 

Medical  care  services  . 

229.3 

4.3 

.  7 

.4 

228.9 

4 . 4 

.  7 

.  3 

Other  services  . 

198.1 

4.4 

.4 

.4 

194.9 

4.4 

.5 

.4 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

155.0 

2.8 

.5 

.5 

151.8 

2.6 

.5 

.5 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

150.3 

2.4 

.5 

.4 

148.5 

2.4 

.5 

.  4 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

155.3 

2  .  5 

.6 

.5 

142.4 

2.4 

.  6 

.  4 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

150.4 

2 . 6 

.5 

.4 

148.3 

2 . 6 

.  5 

.  4 

Commodities  less  food  . 

130.6 

1 .8 

.5 

.8 

130.7 

1  .  9 

.  5 

.9 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

13  1.3 

1  .9 

.  7 

1  .  2 

130.8 

1  .  9 

.8 

1  .  3 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

135.6 

2.4 

1  .  2 

1  .  3 

13  5.1 

2  .  3 

1  .  3 

1  .  4 

Nondurables  . 

140.7 

2  .  1 

.7 

.8 

140.4 

2  .  2 

.8 

.8 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

179.2 

3 .0 

.4 

.  2 

159.8 

3 .0 

.4 

.  2 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

165.9 

3  .  1 

.5 

.2 

163.5 

3  .  1 

.  4 

.  2 

Energy  . 

105.0 

.8 

1  .6 

1  .  9 

104.3 

.  7 

1  .  7 

2  .  1 

All  items  less  energy  . 

161.0 

2 . 9 

.5 

.  3 

158.3 

2.8 

.4 

.  3 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

163.4 

3.0 

.4 

.3 

160.3 

2  .  9 

.4 

.  3 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

140.3 

1  .9 

.2 

.4 

139.9 

2.0 

.2 

.4 

Energy  commodities  . 

98 . 7 

.8 

2.9 

4  .  2 

98 . 8 

.  8 

2.9 

4.0 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

176.6 

3.4 

.  5 

.3 

174.2 

3.4 

.  5 

.2 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$) .00  2/  . 

$.659 

$.648 

-2.6 

-.5 

-.5 

-2  .  7 

- .  6 

- .  6 

1  96  7  =  $ 1 .00  2/  T . 

1/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December 

.216 

1982=100 

base;  W- 

population 

indexes  on  a  Dec< 

.221 

;mber  1984 

=100  base. 

"2/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole 

,  not  to 

any  specific  date. 

Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 

CPI-U  CPI-W 


Indexes 

Percent 

I ndexes 

Pe  rc  en t 

Area 

change  to 

change  to 

Jan . 

1996 

Jan . 

1996 

Nov . 

Dec  . 

Jan  . 

f  rom- 

Nov . 

Dec  . 

Jan . 

f  rom- 

1  995 

1995 

1996 

Jan  . 

1995 

1995 

1995 

1996 

Jan  . 

1995 

U.S.  city  average  . 

153.6 

153.5 

154.4 

2.7  1 

150.9 

150.9 

151.7 

2 . 6 

Region  and  area  size  _1_/ 

Northeast  urban . 

160.5 

160.5 

161.4 

2.7  ; 

158.0 

158.0 

158.8 

2.6 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200,000  . 

161.3 

161.1 

162.2 

2.9 

157.7 

15  7.6 

158.5 

2  .  7 

Size  B  -  500.000  to  1,200.000  . 

158.3 

158.6 

158.7 

2.i  : 

156.2 

156.5 

156.5 

2  .  1 

Size  0  -  50,000  to  5O0,OO0  . 

158.5 

158.6 

159.8 

2.6  ! 

160.1 

160.4 

161.4 

2.5 

North  Central  urban  . 

149.5 

149.5 

150.2 

2.8  : 

146.2 

146.3 

147.0 

2.8 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360.000  to  1,200,000  . 

150.2 

150.3 

151.0 

2.5  : 

146.2 

146.4 

147.1 

2  .  5 

148.1 

148.0 

148.6 

2.9  : 

144.4 

144.5 

145.0 

2.9 

Size  C  -  50  ,  OOO  to  360,000  . 

151.5 

15  1.5 

152.2 

3.3  : 

148.9 

148.9 

149.6 

3  .  2 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(  1  ess  than  50,000)  . 

146.0 

145.8 

146.5 

3.5  1 

144.1 

144.1 

144.7 

3.5 

South  urban  . 

150.4 

150.3 

15  1.1 

3.o  : 

148.9 

148.9 

149.7 

3.0 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

149.7 

149.5 

150.4 

2.6 

147.8 

147. S 

148.6 

2 . 6 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200.000  . 

152.6 

152.4 

153.2 

2  .  9 

149.0 

148.9 

149.6 

2  .  7 

Size  C.  -  50,000  to  450,000  . 

150.4 

150.3 

15  1.1 

3.7  : 

150.4 

150.3 

15  1.1 

3  .  7 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(  1  ess  than  50 , 000  )  . 

148.9 

149.1 

149.9 

3.2  ! 

149.2 

149.5 

150.4 

3.3 

West  urban  . 

15  4.4 

154.3 

155.3 

?  2  ! 

151.4 

151.3 

152.2 

2 .0 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

154.4 

154.4 

155.4 

i .  6 

150.0 

150.0 

150.9 

1  .  6 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,0(30  . 

158.4 

158.6 

159.8 

3.7  : 

15  5.4 

155.5 

156.6 

3.4 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

138.7 

138.6 

139.5 

2.4  ; 

137.7 

137.7 

138.5 

2.4 

B  T . 

153.5 

153.4 

153.9 

2.7  : 

150.7 

150.7 

151.1 

2.6 

C  . 

15  3.5 

153.5 

154.4 

3.4  : 

152.6 

152.7 

153.5 

3  .  3 

D  . 

150.0 

150.1 

150.9 

3.4  : 

149.3 

149.4 

150.2 

3.4 

Selected  local  areas 

Chic ago-Ga r y-Lak e  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

154.0 

153.8 

154.6 

i.8  : 

149.0 

149.0 

149.7 

1.8 

Los  Ange 1 es - Anahe im-Ri ve r s i d e  ,  CA  . 

154.4 

154.6 

155.7 

.  9  ; 

149.2 

149.4 

150.4 

.9 

N.Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 

163.8 

163.7 

164.8 

3  .  1 

159.9 

159.9 

160.9 

2  .  9 

Ph i 1 . -W i lming t o n-Tr en t on ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 

159.6 

159.1 

160.3 

2  .  4 

159.2 

158.7 

159.7 

2  .  1 

San  F r anc i sco -Oak  1 and-S an  Jose,  CA  . 

152.4 

152.1 

152.9 

1.7  ! 

149.9 

149.6 

150.5 

1  .6 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

151.1 

_ 

151.6 

2.0  1 

149.9 

_ 

150.3 

1  .8 

Boston- L  awrence- Salem,  MA-NH  . 

160.3 

- 

162.2 

2  .  7 

159.3 

— 

161.1 

2 . 6 

Cleveland-Akron-Ioraih,  OH  . 

14  8.2 

— 

149.0 

1  .6 

140.6 

— 

141.5 

1  .  8 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FI  . 

150.2 

- 

152.0 

3  .  2 

14  8.2 

— 

150.0 

3  .  2 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  M0- II.  . 

145.7 

— 

147.2 

3  .0 

145.0 

— 

146.5 

3.0 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

155.2 

156.8 

2.0 

152.5 

15  3.9 

1  .8 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

_ 

145.5 

_ 

_ 

145.4 

_ 

_ 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

— 

150.3 

— 

1 

— 

145.5 

— 

— 

Hous t on-Ga 1 ves t on- B r az o r i a ,  TX  . 

- 

140.9 

- 

- 

- 

140.5 

- 

- 

Pi t t sburgh-Beave r  Valley,  PA  . 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions. 

"27  Indexes  on  a  December  1986  =  100  base. 

150.0 

See  map 

in  technical 

notes. 

143.7 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  1 33.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased  6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  tome.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  inpaired  individulas 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 


—— 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent  in  February,  following  an  increase  of  0.4  percent  in 
January.  The  energy  index  continued  to  advance — up  0.4  percent  in  February — but  by  substantially  less  than  in 
December  and  January.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy,  which  rose  4.2  percent  in  January,  fell  0.2  percent 
in  February.  The  index  for  energy  services  increased  0.8  percent,  following  a  0.2  percent  decline  in  January. 

The  food  index  increased  0.1  percent,  the  same  as  in  each  of  the  2  preceding  months.  Excluding  food  and  energy, 
the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent  after  rising  0.3  percent  in  January.  Within  this  index,  a  downturn  in  the  index  for 
apparel  and  upkeep,  coupled  with  a  smaller  increase  in  shelter  costs,  helped  to  offset  a  sharp  upturn  in  the  index 
for  airline  fares. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  MARCH  DATA  ON  APRIL  12,  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) .  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE  at  202-606-6994. 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous  FTP 

access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the  World  Wide 
Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is  incurred  through  your 
Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is  "LABSTAT.helpdesk@BLS.gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Feb.  1996  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Feb.  1996  from- 

percent 

Feb  . 

Feb  . 

Jan  . 

change  f rom- 

Feb  . 

Feb  . 

Jan  . 

change  f  rom 

1996 

1995 

1996 

Jan .  to  Feb . 

1996 

1995 

1996 

Jan.  to  Feb 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

154.9 

2  .  7 

0 . 3 

0 . 2 

152.2 

2.6 

0 . 3 

0 . 2 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

464 . 2 

- 

453  .2 

- 

Food  and  beverages  . 

151.3 

2  .  4 

-.  1 

.  1 

150.7 

2 . 3 

-  .  1 

.  1 

Food  . 

150:8 

2  .  3 

-.  1 

.  1 

150.3 

2  .  3 

-  .  1 

.  1 

Food  at  home  . 

151.4 

2.4 

-.3 

.0 

150.5 

2  .  3 

-.  3 

.0 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

172.1 

3.8 

.  3 

-  .  1 

171.7 

3  .  7 

.  3 

-.  1 

Meats,  poultry,  fisn,  and  eggs  . 

142.4 

3  .  5 

-.3 

.0 

142.1 

3.4 

-  .  3 

-  .  1 

Dairy  products  . 

137.2 

3.9 

.  7 

1  .0 

136.9 

3  .  9 

.6 

1  .0 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

177.7 

.  3 

-2  .  1 

- .  1 

176.5 

.4 

-1.9 

-  .  2 

Other  food  at  home  . 

141.9 

.9 

.  1 

-  .  2 

141.5 

.  9 

.  1 

-  .  1 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

141.6 

4.3 

.  1 

.  1 

141.6 

4  .  3 

.  2 

.  1 

Fats  and  oils  . 

139.7 

2  .  1 

.0 

-  .  2 

139.6 

2  .  1 

.  0 

-.2 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

129.9 

-2.8 

-.  1 

-.  7 

129.4 

-2 . 6 

-  .  1 

-.8 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

153.4 

2  .  5 

.  2 

.0 

153.2 

2  .  5 

.  2 

.  1 

150.9 

2  .  2 

.  2 

.  3 

150.9 

2  .  3 

.  2 

.  3 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

156.7 

2.8 

.  7 

.  5 

156.1 

2  .  7 

.  7 

.  5 

Housing  . 

151.2 

2.9 

.4 

.  2 

148.0 

2.8 

.  3 

.  1 

Shelter  . 

169.4 

3.4 

.  5 

.  2 

164.6 

3  .  3 

.4 

.  1 

Renters'  costs  1/  . . 

17  8.8 

3  .  4 

1  .  2 

.  2 

156.0 

3  .  1 

1 .0 

.  3 

Rent,  residenTial  . 

160.4 

2 . 6 

.  3 

.  3 

160.1 

2 . 6 

.  3 

.  3 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

2  14.1 
174.6 

5  .  5 

3  .  7 

.  2 

214.0 

5  .  5 

4  .  1 

.  s 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

3  .  4 

.  2 

.  2 

159.3 

3  .  4 

.  2 

.  i 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 

175.0 

3  .  5 

2 

O 

159.5 

3  .  4 

.  1 

.  i 

Household  insurance  1/  . 

158.6 

1  .6 

.  4 

.4 

145.6 

1  .  5 

.  4 

.  5 

Maintenance  and  repair?  2/  . 

137,0 

2.4 

.  5 

.  5 

135.7 

1  .  9 

.  1 

.  1 

Maintenance  and  repair  services  2/  . 

143.0 

3  .  7 

.  6 

.  6 

145.0 

3  .0 

.  3 

.  3 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodi t ies  2/  . 

128.8 

.  5 

f  2 

.  2 

123.8 

.  7 

.  2 

.2 

Fuel  and  other  utiliTies  . 

125.0 

2.0 

.  2 

.6 

124.6 

2.0 

.  3 

.6 

Fuels  . 

112.5 

1  .9 

.  3 

.  7 

111.8 

1  .  9 

.4 

.  7 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

97.7 

9.0 

.  1 

.  2 

97.6 

9  .  1 

.2 

.  3 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services) . 

119.1 

1  .3 

.  3 

.8 

118.4 

1  .  3 

.3 

.8 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2/  . 

154.9 

2.0 

.  3 

.  3 

155.4 

2  .  1 

.4 

.4 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

124.3 

1  .  6 

.  2 

-  .  2 

122.9 

1  .4 

.  1 

-.2 

Housef urnishings  . 

111.4 

.  3 

.0 

-.4 

110.0 

.  1 

.  0 

-  .  3 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

140.4 

4 . 3 

.0 

-.2 

140.7 

4.4 

.  1 

-.  1 

Housekeeping  services  . 

146.3 

2  .  5 

.  4 

.  2 

149.4 

2  .  3 

.  3 

.  1 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

13  1.2 

.  1 

.  9 

-.9 

130.2 

.  2 

.9 

-  .  7 

Apparel  commodities  . 

127,8 

.  1 

1  .0 

-1.0 

127.0 

.  2 

1  .0 

-.8 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers'  apparel  2/  .... 

126.4 

.6 

1  .  4 

.  2 

126.3 

.  9 

1  .  2 

.  2 

124.6 

-1.0 

1  .0 

-2  .  5 

123.3 

-.8 

.8 

-2  .  3 

134.4 

6.0 

2  .  2 

2  .  2 

135.3 

6.5 

2  .  3 

2  .  3 

Footwear  . 

12  5.8 

.8 

1  .  9 

1.4 

126.3 

.  8 

1  .  9 

1  .  3 

Other  apparel  commodities  . 

149.7 

-.5 

-1  .  3 

-2  .  1 

146.9 

-1.9 

-1.5 

-1.8 

Apparel  services  2/  . 

158.5 

.8 

.  2 

.  2 

157.9 

.  7 

.  2 

.  2 

Transportation  . 

140.4 

2  .  1 

.  4 

.  5 

140.0 

2  .  1 

.  2 

.  3 

Private  transportation  . 

137.5 

1  .  9 

.  1 

2 

138.0 

1  .9 

.0 

.  1 

New  vehicles  . 

143.5 

2.0 

.  2 

.  3 

144.5 

o  9 

.  2 

.  2 

New  cars  . 

141.3 

1  .6 

.  1 

.  3 

141.0 

i .  7 

.  1 

.  3 

Used  cars  . 

157.5 

2  .  7 

-  .  3 

.7 

158.6 

3.0 

-.2 

.8 

Motor  fuel  . 

98 . 2 

.  2 

-.4 

-.2 

98  .  1 

.  3 

-.5 

-  .  5 

Gasoline  . 

97.8 

.  1 

-.4 

-  .  3 

97.8 

.  3 

-.4 

-.5 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

156.6 

2  .  7 

.  3 

.  1 

157.6 

2 . 8 

.3 

.  1 

Other  private  transportation  . 

173.2 

2  .  2 

.  3 

.4 

168.8 

2  .  1 

.  2 

.  2 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . 

105.4 

.8 

.0 

.  1 

104.6 

.  8 

.0 

.  2 

Other  private  transportation 

185.0 

services  . 

189.2 

2  .  5 

.  4 

.  5 

2  .  3 

.  2 

.  2 

Public  transportation  . 

177.4 

4.4 

3.4 

3  .  3 

174.6 

4.9 

2 . 9 

2.4 

Medical  care  . 

226.2 

3.8 

.4 

.  2 

225  .6 

3.8 

.  5 

.  2 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

208.5 

2  .  5 

.4 

.  2 

206.1 

2.4 

.3 

.0 

Medical  care  services  . 

230.3 

4  .  1 

.4 

.  2 

2  30  .1 

4  .  2 

.5 

.  2 

Professional  medical  services  . 

206.1 

3  .8 

.5 

.2 

207.2 

3 . 9 

.  6 

.4 

Entertainment  . 

158.3 

3.8 

.8 

.  8 

156.0 

3  .  7 

.8 

.8 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

142.5 

3  .  7 
4.0 

.  8 

.8 

141.4 

3  .  4 

.  8 

.  9 

Entertainment  services  . 

177.0 

.9 

.  7 

176.9 

4.0 

.8 

.6 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

2  12.6 

4  .  2 

.3 

.  4 

209.6 

4.0 

.  3 

.4 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

2  29.8 

3  .  2 

.  2 

.  4 

2  29.8 

3  .  1 

.  2 

.  4 

Personal  care  2/  . 

149.3 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

149.2 

1  .  9 

.  1 

.  1 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  2/  . 

144,1 

14  4.6 

1  .  1 

.  3 

.  3 

.  8 

.  1 

.  1 

Personal  care  services  2/  . 

155.2 

)  .  4 

.  1 

.  1 

155.1 

3  .  3 

.  1 

.  1 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  . 

243.7 

5.0 

.  3 

.  5 

2  39.3 

5  .  2 

.  3 

.  5 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

224  .7 

5  .  7 

.  4 

.4 

2  2  5.8 

5 . 8 

.  3 

.  3 

Personal  and  educational  services  .... 

245  .4 

5  .  1 

.  3 

.  5 

240  .7 

5  .  2 

.  4 

.  5 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

154.9 

2  .  7 

.  3 

.  2 

152.2 

2.6 

.  3 

2 

Commodities  . 

138.0 

1  .9 

.  1 

.0 

137.9 

1  .  9 

.  1 

.6 

Food  and  bpverages  . 

151.3 

2.4 

-.  1 

.  1 

150.7 

2  .  3 

-.  1 

.  l 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 

129,9 

1  .6 

.  3 
,  4 

-  .  1 

130.0 

1  .  6 

.  2 

.  0 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

130.3 

1  .  7 

-  ,  1 

129.7 

1  .  6 

.  3 

.  0 

Apparel  commodities  . 

12  7,8 

.  1 

1  .0 

-1.0 

127.0 

#  2 

1  .  0 

-.8 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

134.6 

2  .  5 

.  1 

.  -1 

13  4.0 

2.4 

.  1 

.  4 

Durables  . 

129.4 

1  .  4 

.  1 

0 

12  9.3 

1  .  7 

.  3 

Services  . 

172.2 

3  .  3 

.  5 

.  4 

16  9.4 

3  .  2 

.  5 

.  3 

Rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

176.3 

3  .  5 

.  5 

t  2 

15  8.4 

3  .  3 

.  4 

.  2 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  1/  . 

139.5 

1  .8 

.4 

.  4 

128.0 

1  .  7 

.  3 

.  5 

Transportation  services  . 

178.5 

2.9 

1  .0 

1  .0 

176.3 

2  .  8 

.  6 

.  5 

Medical  care  services  . 

2  30  .3 

4 . 1 

.  4 

0 

230.1 

4 . 2 

.  5 

Other  services  . 

199.0 

4  .  2 

.  5 

.  6 

195.8 

4 . 3 

.  5 

.  5 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

155.7 

2.8 

.  5 

.  3 

152.4 

2 . 6 

.4 

.  2 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

15  0.8 

2.4 

.  3 

2 

14  8.9 

2  .  3 

.  3 

2 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

155.9 

2  .  5 

.  4 

o 

14  2.3 

2  .  4 

.  3 

.  2 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

150.9 

2  .  6 

.  3 

.  2 

148.7 

2.6 

.  3 

.  2 

Commodities  less  food  . 

131.0 

1  .  7 

.  3 

-.  1 

13  1.0 

1  .  7 

.  2 

.0 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

13  1.8 

1  .8 

.4 

-.  1 

131.3 

1  .  8 

.  4 

.0 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

135.9 

2 . 6 

.  2 

.  1 

135.3 

2  .  5 

.  1 

2 

Nondurables  . 

141.0 

2  .  1 

.  2 

.  1 

140.5 

2.0 

.  1 

.  i 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

180.2 

3  .  1 

.6 

.6 

160.5 

3  .0 

.4 

.4 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

166.8 

3  .  2 

.  5 

.4 

164.2 

3  .  1 

.  4 

.  3 

Energy  . 

104.9 

1  .  2 

-  .  1 

.4 

104.2 

1  .  1 

-.  1 

.  2 

All  items  less  energy  . 

161.6 

2.8 

.4 

.  2 

158.8 

2  .  7 

.  3 

.  2 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

164.2 

2.9 

.  5 

.  2 

161.0 

2 . 8 

.4 

.  2 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

140.8 

1  .  7 

.4 

-  .  1 

140.4 

1  .8 

.4 

.  1 

Energy  commodities  . 

98 . 3 

1  .  1 

-.4 

-  .  2 

98 . 4 

1  .  1 

-  .  4 

-.4 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

177.6 

3  .  4 

.6 

.  3 

175.0 

3.4 

.  5 

.  3 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1  982  —  84  =  51  .00  2/  . 

$  .645 

-2 . 7 

-  .  5 

-.5 

$  .  657 

-2 . 5 

-.3 

-.3 

1 967=$ 1 .00  2/  7 . 

.215 

~ 

.22  1 

1/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

7/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


NOTE  : 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Indexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

Area 

change  to 

change  to 

Feb . 

1996 

Feb  . 

1996 

Dec  . 

Jan . 

Feb . 

f  rora- 

Dec  . 

Jan . 

Feb . 

f  rom- 

1995 

1996 

1998 

Feb . 

1995 

1995 

1996 

1996 

Feb  . 

1995 

U.S.  city  average  . 

153.5 

154.4 

154.9 

2 . 7 

150.9 

15  1.7 

152.2 

2.6 

Region  and  area  size  1/ 

Northeast  urban . 

160.5 

161.4 

162.2 

2.9 

158.0 

158.8 

159.4 

2.7 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  500,000  to  1,200,000  . 

161.1 

162.2 

163.0 

3 .0 

157.6 

158.5 

159.2 

2.8 

158.6 

158.7 

159.2 

2 . 2 

156.5 

156.5 

156.9 

2  .  1 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  . 

158.6 

159.8 

160.6 

2 . 9 

160.4 

161.4 

162.0 

2.8 

North  Central  urban  . 

149.5 

150.2 

150.8 

2.8 

146.3 

147.0 

147.5 

2  .  7 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  . 

150.3 

15  1.0 

15  1.7 

2  .  5 

146.4 

147.1 

147.7 

2  .  4 

148.0 

148.6 

149.5 

3  .0 

144.5 

145.0 

145.7 

2 .8 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360.000  . 

151.5 

152.2 

152.4 

3  .  2 

148.9 

149.6 

149.8 

3  .  2 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

( less  than  50,000)  . 

145.8 

146.5 

146.9 

3  .  2 

144.1 

144.7 

144.9 

3.2 

South  urban  . 

150.3 

151.1 

15  1.5 

2.8 

148.9 

149.7 

150.0 

2 . 8 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

149.5 

150.4 

150.6 

2  .  2 

147.8 

148.6 

148.7 

2  .  3 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200,000  . 

152.4 

15  3.2 

154.1 

3  .0 

148.9 

149.6 

150.3 

2  .  7 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  . 

150.3 

151.1 

15  1.4 

3  .  6 

150.3 

151.1 

15  1.3 

3  .6 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

149.1 

149.9 

150.1 

2.7 

149.5 

150.4 

150.4 

2.7 

West  urban  . 

154.3 

155.3 

155.8 

9 . 2 

15  1.3 

152.2 

152.7 

2  .  2 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

154.4 

155.4 

155.9 

1  .8 

150.0 

150.9 

15  1.2 

i .  7 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  3  30  , oOo  . 

158.6 

159.8 

160.8 

3  .  7 

155.5 

156.6 

157.6 

3  .  5 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

13  8.6 

139.5 

140.0 

2.4 

137.7 

138.5 

138.9 

2.4 

B  T . 

153.4 

153.9 

154.7 

2 . 8 

150.7 

15  1.1 

15  1.8 

2.6 

C  . 

153.5 

154.4 

154.8 

3  .  3 

152.7 

153.5 

153.9 

3  .  3 

D  . 

150.1 

150.9 

151.1 

3  .  1 

149.4 

150.2 

150.3 

3  .  1 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

153.8 

154.6 

155.2 

1  .9 

149.0 

149.7 

150.2 

1  .8 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anaheim-Riverside  ,  CA  . 

154.6 

155.7 

156.2 

1  .  1 

149.4 

150.4 

150.9 

1  .  1 

N.Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 

163.7 

164.8 

165.7 

3  .  4 

159.9 

160.9 

161.7 

3  .  3 

Phil . -Wilmington-Trenton  ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 

159.1 

160.3 

161.2 

2  .  2 

158.7 

159.7 

160.5 

1  .9 

San  F ranc isco-Oakl and-S an  Jose,  CA  . 

152.1 

152.9 

153.2 

1  .8 

149.6 

150.5 

150.5 

1  .  5 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

_ 

15  1.6 

_ 

— 

_ 

150.3 

_ 

_ 

Bos  t ori-Lawrenc e-S  a  1  em  ,  MA-NH  . 

- 

162.2 

— 

- 

- 

161.1 

— 

- 

Cleveland-Akron-Lorain,  OH  . 

- 

149.0 

- 

- 

- 

141.5 

- 

— 

Miami-Fort.  Lauderdale,  FI . 

— 

152.0 

— 

- 

- 

150.0 

- 

— 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  . 

- 

147.2 

- 

— 

- 

146.5 

- 

- 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

156.8 

“ 

- 

15  3.9 

“ 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

145.5 

_ 

146.2 

2 . 0 

145.4 

_ 

145.9 

9  o 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

150.3 

- 

15  1.3 

2  .  7 

145.5 

140.5 

- 

146.5 

2 . 7 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria,  TX  . 

140.9 

- 

141.5 

1  .6 

- 

140.8 

1  .  4 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  .  150.0 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions. 

?/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

See  map 

15  1.1 

in  technical 

2 . 6 

notes. 

143.7 

144.7 

2  .  6 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133. 5  is  1. 063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  tome.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  inpaired  individulas 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.4  percent  in  March,  following  increases  of  0.4  and  0.2  percent 
in  the  first  2  months  of  1996.  Each  of  the  three  groups — food,  energy,  and  all  items  less  food  and  energy — 
contributed  to  the  larger  advance  in  March.  The  food  index,  which  had  risen  0.1  percent  in  each  of  the  3 
preceding  months,  increased  0.6  percent  in  March.  A  6.0  percent  rise  in  the  index  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
accounted  for  about  85  percent  of  the  March  food  increase.  The  energy  index  registered  its  fourth  consecutive 
increase — up  1.4  percent  in  March — after  declining  throughout  most  of  1995.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy 
increased  3.5  percent  in  March,  more  than  offsetting  a  0.6  percent  decline  in  the  index  for  energy  services. 
Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.3  percent  after  increasing  0.2  percent  in  February.  Within  this 
index,  an  upturn  in  the  index  for  apparel  and  upkeep  more  than  offset  the  deceleration  in  the  indexes  for  public 
transportation  and  entertainment. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  APRIL  DATA  ON  MAY  14,  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) .  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE  at  202-606-6994. 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous  FTP 
access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats  .bis  .gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the  World  Wide 
Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is  incurred  through  your 
Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is  "LABSTAT.helpdesk@BLS.gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters '  costs  1/  . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 

Household  insurance  1/  .T . 

Maintenance  and  repairs'  2/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair- services  2_!  , 
Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  2/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2/  . . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

Housef urnishings  . . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  . . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers’  apparel  2 j  .... 

Footwear  . . 

Other  apparel  commodities  . . 

Apparel  services  2/  . . 

Transportation  . . 

Private  transportation  . . 

New  vehicles  . . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . . . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . . . . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . . 

Other  private  transportation  . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  . . . 

Public  transportation  . . 

Medical  care  . . 

Medical  care  commodities  . . 

Medical  care  services  . . 

Professional  medical  services  . . 

Entertainment  . . 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

Entertainment  services  . . 

Other  goods  and  services  . . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . . 

Personal  care  2 J  . . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

app  1  iances  2/  . . 

Personal  care  services  2 j  . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  ... 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  ... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  . 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  1/  . . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  1/  . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  _1_/  . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  .rent  of  shelter  J_/  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy'  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$1. 00  2/  . 

1967  =  91  .00  2/  T . 


1/ 

V 

NOTE: 


Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent  change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Mar.  1S96  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Mar.  1996 

f  r  om- 

percent 

Mar . 

Mar . 

Feb. 

change  from- 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Feb  . 

change  from 

1996 

1995 

1996 

Feb.  to  Mar. 

1996 

1995 

1996 

Feb.  to  Mar 

155.7 

2.8 

0.5 

0.4 

1  152.9 

00 

CN 

0.5 

0.5 

466.5 

- 

- 

- 

1  455.6 

- 

- 

- 

152.1 

2.8 

.5 

.5 

!  151.5 

2.9 

.5 

.5 

151.6 

2.8 

.5 

.6 

1  151.1 

2.9 

.  5 

.6 

152.5 

3.3 

.7 

.9 

!  151.6 

3  .  3 

.  7 

.9 

172.0 

4.1 

-.1 

.5 

1  171.6 

3 . 9 

-.1 

.4 

142.6 

3.0 

.  1 

-.2 

I  142.3 

3.0 

.  1 

-.2 

136.7 

3.4 

-.4 

-.2 

i  136.6 

3.6 

-.2 

-.1 

183.7 

5.6 

3.4 

4.0 

!  182.7 

5.8 

3.5 

4.5 

142.4 

1.2 

.4 

.5 

!  142.1 

1  .3 

.4 

.5 

142.3 

4  ,3 

.5 

.4 

!  142.3 

4 . 3 

.  5 

.  6 

140.1 

2.4 

.  3 

.5 

:  139.9 

2  .  3 

.  2 

.4 

129.7 

-2.4 

-.2 

.  3 

:  12  9.2. 

-2 . 3 

-.2 

.  3 

154.6 

2 . 7 

.8 

.  7 

!  154.4 

2.8 

.8 

.6 

151.2 

2  .  1 

.2 

.  1 

:  i5i.i 

2 . 2 

.  1 

.  1 

157.4 

2.8 

.4 

.3 

:  156.8 

2.7 

.4 

.  3 

151.7 

2.9 

.  3 

.3 

:  148.5 

2.9 

.3 

.  3 

170.1 

'  3.4 

.4 

.2 

;  i65.i 

3.3 

.  3 

.  3 

180.4 

3.3 

.9 

.3 

:  157.0 

3 . 1 

.6 

.  3 

160.6 

2.5 

.  1 

.  1 

!  160.3 

2 . 5 

.  1 

.  1 

219.7 

5 . 3 

2.6 

.9 

;  219.6 

5.3 

2.6 

.9 

175.0 

3.4 

*» 

.  2 

:  159.6 

3.4 

o 

.  3 

175.3 

3.4 

!  2 

.  2 

:  159.8 

3.4 

;  2 

.  3 

159.1 

1  .  3 

.  3 

.3 

!  145.9 

1  .  2 

.  2 

.  1 

137.5 

2.5 

.4 

.4 

:  136.3 

1  .9 

.4 

.4 

143.8 

3.6 

.6 

.6 

:  145.8 

2 . 9 

.6 

.6 

129.0 

.6 

.2 

.2 

:  i24.i 

.8 

.  2 

.  2 

125.2 

2.4 

.2 

.  2 

:  125.0 

2 . 5 

.3 

.5 

111.9 

1.9 

-.5 

-.3 

:  in.5 

2 . 2 

-.3 

.0 

99 . 3 

11.6 

1  .6 

2.2 

:  99.1 

11.5 

1 .5 

2 . 1 

118.2 

.9 

-.8 

-.6 

:  ii7.9 

1  .  4 

-.4 

-.2 

156.4 

3.0 

1 .0 

1  .0 

:  157.0 

3 . 1 

1 .0 

1  .0 

124.6 

1  .6 

.  2 

.  2 

:  123.2 

1  .  5 

.2 

.  2 

111.7 

.4 

.3 

.0 

!  110.2 

.  3 

.  2 

.  1 

140.9 

3.8 

.4 

.9 

:  i4i.3 

4.0 

.4 

.  7 

146.6 

2.6 

.2 

.2 

:  149.6 

2.4 

.  1 

.  1 

134.8 

.3 

2.7 

.6 

:  133.9 

.5 

2.8 

.6 

13  1.6 

.2 

3.0 

.6 

:  130.9 

.5 

3  .  1 

.6 

129.1 

1  .  5 

2.1 

.8 

:  128.9 

•1.7 

2  .  1 

.9 

129.9 

-1  .  2 

4.3 

.2 

:  128.6 

-.9 

4.3 

.  1 

133.3 

4.9 

-.8 

-.8 

:  134.7 

5 . 7 

-.4 

-.4 

128.1 

1  .  7 

1.8 

.8 

!  128.8 

1  .6 

2.0 

1  .0 

154.7 

-.2 

3.3 

2  .  1 

:  153.7 

-.6 

4.6 

2.4 

158.9 

.8 

.3 

.3 

:  158.2 

.7 

.  2 

.2 

141.2 

2.3 

.6 

.7 

1  140.9 

2 .4 

.6 

.9 

138.3 

2.3 

.6 

.8 

:  138.8 

2  .  3 

•  6 

.9 

143.6 

2.1 

.  1 

.  1 

!  144.5 

2  .  1 

.0 

.2 

141.5 

1 .8 

.  1 

.  1 

;  i4i.o 

1  .  7 

.0 

.  1 

157.3 

1.6 

-.1 

.8 

:  158.3 

1  .  8 

-.2 

.6 

101.4 

4.0 

3 . 3 

3.6 

:  101.4 

4.2 

3.4 

3.9 

101.1 

4.0 

3 . 4 

3 . 7 

:  101.2 

4 . 3 

3 . 5 

3.9 

156.9 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

!  157.9 

2.9 

.  2 

.2 

172.5 

1.4 

-.4 

-.3 

:  168.1 

1  . 1 

-.4 

-.2 

105.3 

.7 

-.1 

.  1 

!  104.4 

.6 

-.2 

-.1 

188.3 

1  .5 

-.5 

-.4 

i  184.1 

1  .  2 

-.5 

-.3 

178.9 

2.5 

.8 

.  2 

:  177.2 

4.2 

1  .  5 

.8 

226 . 6 

3.8 

.2 

.3 

:  226.0 

3 .8 

.2 

.2 

208.9 

2.6 

.2 

.  2 

;  206.5 

2  .  5 

.  2 

.  1 

230.7 

4.0 

.2 

.3 

:  230.4 

4.1 

.  1 

.  2 

206.5 

3.7 

.2 

.  2 

!  207.6 

3.8 

.2 

.  1 

158.4 

3.8 

.1 

.1 

:  156.1 

3 . 7 

.  1 

.0 

142.7 

3.9 

.  1 

.  1 

!  141.7 

3  .  7 

.  2 

.0 

177.0 

3.7 

.0 

.0 

:  176.9 

3 . 7 

.0 

.  1 

213.0 

4.4 

.2 

.4 

:  209.9 

4.2 

.  1 

.3 

230.8 

3.7 

.4 

.7 

1  230.7 

3.6 

.4 

.7 

149.4 

2.3 

.1 

.  1 

:  149.3 

2 . 2 

.  1 

.  1 

144.0 

1.3 

-.1 

-.1 

:  144.6 

1  .  2 

.0 

.0 

155.3 

3.4 

.  1 

.  1 

:  155.2 

3  .  3 

.  1 

.  1 

244.1 

5.2 

.2 

.5 

:  239.5 

5  .  2 

.  1 

.  3 

225.2 

5.9 

.2 

.6 

:  226.3 

5.9 

.  2 

.  5 

245 . 7 

5.2 

.  1 

.4 

!  240.9 

5 . 2 

.  1 

.  3 

155.7 

2.8 

.5 

.4 

1  152.9 

2.8 

.  5 

.5 

139.2 

2.4 

.9 

.  7 

:  i39.i 

2 . 5 

.9 

.  7 

152.1 

2.8 

.5 

.  5 

1  151.5 

2.9 

.5 

.  5 

131.3 

2.1 

1  . 1 

.8 

:  131.4 

2.2 

1  .  1 

.8 

132.6 

2.6 

1.8 

1  .  1 

!  132.2 

2.9 

1  .  9 

1  .  1 

131.6 

.2 

3.0 

.6 

1  130.9 

.  5 

3  .  1 

.  6 

136.2 

3.9 

1  .2 

1  .6 

!  135.7 

3.9 

1  .3 

1  .6 

129.5 

1.4 

.  1 

.2 

!  129.3 

1.4 

.0 

.0 

172.6 

3.2 

.2 

.2 

!  169.8 

3 . 2 

.  2 

.  2 

177.0 

3.4 

.4 

.3 

1  158.9 

3  .  3 

.  3 

.  3 

139.6 

2.0 

.  1 

.  2 

!  128.4 

2.2 

.  3 

.4 

178.5 

2.0 

.0 

-.1 

1  176.4 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

230.7 

4.0 

.2 

.3 

:  230.4 

4  .  1 

.  1 

.  2 

199.2 

4 . 2 

.  1 

.  3 

:  195.9 

4 . 2 

.  1 

.  2 

156.5 

2.9 

.5 

.4 

:  153.2 

2.8 

.5 

.4 

151.6 

2.6 

.5 

.5 

I  149.8 

2  .  7 

.6 

.  5 

156.9 

2.8 

.6 

.4 

1  143.7 

2 . 7 

.6 

.  5 

151.7 

2.8 

.5 

.4 

!  149.5 

2  .  7 

.  5 

.  5 

132.4 

2.2 

1  . 1 

.8 

1  132.4 

2 . 2 

1  .  1 

.8 

134.0 

2.7 

1  .  7 

1  .0 

!  133.6 

2.8 

1  .8 

1  .  1 

137.3 

3 . 7 

1 .0 

1  .  3 

!  136.9 

3.8 

1  .  2 

1  .  5 

14  2.5 

2.7 

1  .  1 

.8 

:  142.1 

2.8 

1  .  1 

.9 

180.4 

3.0 

.  1 

.  1 

1  160.7 

2 . 9 

.  1 

.  1 

167.2 

3.1 

.2 

.2 

:  164.6 

3  .  1 

.  2 

.  2 

106.1 

2.8 

1  .  1 

1.4 

:  105.8 

3.2 

1  .  5 

1  .8 

162.3 

2.9 

.4 

.3 

!  159.5 

2.8 

.4 

.4 

164.9 

2.8 

.4 

.3 

:  161.7 

2.8 

.4 

.  3 

141.9 

1  .8 

.8 

.4 

:  i4i.4 

1  .9 

.  7 

.4 

101.4 

4.9 

3.2 

3.5 

101.5 

4.9 

3  .  2 

3  .  7 

178.1 

3.3 

.3 

.  2 

!  175.5 

3  .  3 

.  3 

.  3 

$.642 

-2 . 7 

-.5 

-.5 

1  $.654 

-2 . 7 

-.5 

-  .  5 

.214 

- 

- 

- 

:  .219 

“ 

— 

1982=100 

base  ;  W 

-population 

i ndexes  on  a 

December  1984 

=100  base. 

Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  \_/ 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000 
Size  B  -  500.000  to  1.200,000 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500, 000  .. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000 
Size  B  -  360.000  to  1,200,000 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  .. 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  , 


South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000 
Size  B  -  450,000  to  1.200,000 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  .. 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,000  . 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

B  T . 

C  . 

D  . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anaheim-Ri ve rs ide  ,  CA  . 

N  .  Y  . -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island ,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phi 1 . -Wi lming t on-Trent on ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 
San  F r anc isco-Oak 1 and-San  Jose,  CA  . 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

Bos t on-Lawrenc e-Sa 1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

C 1  eve  1 and-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Hous t on-Ga 1 ves t on-B raz o r ia  ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  . 


CPI-U 

CPI-W 

Indexes 

Pe  rcent 

I ndexes 

Percent 

change  to 

Mar.  1996 

change  to 
Mar.  1996 
f  rom- 

Jan  . 

Feb  . 

Mar. 

f  rom- 

Jan  . 

Feb .  Mar. 

1996 

1996 

1996 

Mar.  1995 

1996 

1996  1996 

Mar.  1995 

154.4 

154.9 

155.7 

2.8 

151.7 

152.2 

152.9 

2.8 

161.4 

162.2 

162.8 

3.0 

158.8 

159.4 

160.1 

3.0 

162.2 

163.0 

163.7 

3 . 2 

158.5 

159.2 

160.0 

3.2 

158.7 

159.2 

160.2 

2.8 

156.5 

156.9 

158.1 

2.7 

159.8 

160.6 

160.8 

2  .  7 

161.4 

162.0 

162.1 

2 . 5 

150.2 

150.8 

151.7 

3.0 

147.0 

147.5 

148.3 

2.8 

15  1.0 

151.7 

152.6 

2.8 

147.1 

147.7 

148.6 

2.7 

148.6 

149.5 

150.4 

2.9 

145.0 

145.7 

146.6 

2.8 

152.2 

152.4 

153.1 

3  .  2 

149.6 

149.8 

150.4 

3.3 

146.5 

146.9 

147.7 

3.5 

144.7 

144.9 

145.7 

3 . 3 

151.1 

151.5 

152.4 

3  .0 

149.7 

150.0 

150.8 

2.9 

150.4 

150.6 

151.5 

2.4 

148.6 

148.7 

149.5 

2 . 3 

153.2 

154.1 

155.0 

3  .  1 

149.6 

150.3 

15  1.1 

2.9 

151.1 

151.4 

152.2 

3 . 8 

151.1 

151.3 

152.0 

3.8 

149.9 

150.1 

151.6 

3.4 

150.4 

150.4 

152.1 

3 . 7 

155.3 

155.8 

156.4 

2.4 

152.2 

152.7 

153.4 

2.4 

155.4 

155.9 

156.6 

2.0 

150.9 

151.2 

152.1 

2.0 

159.8 

160.8 

161 .4 

4.0 

156.6 

157.6 

158.2 

3 .9 

139.5 

140.0 

140.7 

2.6 

138.5 

138.9 

139.7 

2.6 

153.9 

154.7 

155.5 

2 . 9 

151.1 

151.8 

152.6 

2.8 

154.4 

154.8 

155.5 

3.5 

153.5 

153.9 

154.4 

3.4 

150.9 

151.1 

152.1 

3.4 

150.2 

150.3 

151.4 

3.5 

154.6 

155.2 

156.3 

2.4 

149.7 

150.2 

151.3 

2 . 4 

155.7 

156.2 

157.3 

1  .  7 

150.4 

150.9 

151.9 

1  .  7 

164.8 

165.7 

166.5 

3.5 

160.9 

161.7 

162.5 

3.4 

160.3 

161.2 

162.0 

2.5 

159.7 

160.5 

161.3 

2.4 

152.9 

153.2 

152.9 

1 .2 

150.5 

150.5 

150.7 

1  .2 

151.6 

_ 

153.0 

1 .8 

150.3 

_ 

151.8 

1 .8 

162.2 

_ 

162.8 

2.8 

161.1 

— 

161.7 

3  .  1 

149.0 

— 

150.9 

2.4 

141.5 

— 

143.1 

2.4 

152.0 

_ 

152.4 

2 . 5 

150.0 

— 

150.3 

2.5 

147.2 

— 

148.9 

3.0 

146.5 

— 

148.0 

2.8 

156.8 

- 

158.4 

2 . 1 

153.9 

- 

155.4 

2.0 

_ 

146.2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

145.9 

_ 

_ 

- 

151.3 

— 

— 

— 

146.5 

— 

— 

- 

141.5 

- 

140.8 

- 

151.1  -  -  !  -  144.7 


1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

?/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125. 6  (133.5/125.6=1. 063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  tome.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371 954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  inpaired  individulas 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.4  percent  in  April,  the  same  as  in  March.  The  energy 
index  registered  its  fifth  consecutive  increase — up  3.2  percent  in  April — after  declining  throughout  most 
of  1995,  and  accounted  for  about  three-fifths  of  the  April  advance  in  the  overall  CPI-U.  The  index  for 
petroleum-based  energy  increased  5.2  percent  in  April,  its  largest  advance  since  a  7.5  percent  increase  in 
October  1990,  and  the  index  for  energy  services  rose  1.4  percent.  The  food  index  rose  0.3  percent  in 
April,  following  an  increase  of  0.6  percent  in  March.  The  index  for  fruits  and  vegetables — up  1.0  percent 
in  April — continued  to  advance,  but  by  substantially  less  than  in  March.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the 
CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  after  increasing  0.3  percent  in  March,  reflecting  downturns  in  the  indexes  for 
apparel  and  upkeep,  entertainment,  telephone  services,  and  tobacco  products. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  MAY  DATA  ON  JUNE  12,  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 
FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is 
incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT .  helpdesk@BLS .  gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S,  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 

All  items  . . 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fisn,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  1/  . 

Rent,  residenTial  . 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 

Household  insurance  _1_/  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  2/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair  services  2/  . 
Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  2/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2 /  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

House f urnish ings  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . . 

Housekeeping  services  . . . . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  . . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls’  apparel . . 

Infants'  and  toddlers’  apparel  2 /  .... 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  . 

Apparel  services  2.1  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . . . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . . . 

Motor  fuel  . . 

Gasoline  . . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . . 

Other  private  transportation  . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  . . 

Public  transportation  . . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services  . 

Entertainment  . 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

Entertainment  services  . . 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  2/  .  .  •  •••••••••••••••••< 

Toilet  goods- and  personal  care 

appliances  2/  . 

Personal  care  services  2/  . 

Personal  and  educational  Expenses  . . 

School  books  and  supplies  . . 

Personal  and  educational  services  .... 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  . . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  1/  . . 

Household  service’s  less  rent  of 

shelter  1/  . 

Transportation  services  . . 

Medical  care  services  . . 

Other  services  . . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . . 

All  items  less  shelter  . . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . . 

Commodities  less  food  . . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . . 

Nondurables  . . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . . 

All  items  less  energy  . . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . . 

Energy  commodities  . . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1 98 2 -8 4  =  $ 1  . 00  2/  . . 

1967  =  51 .00  2/  T . 


1/ 

V 

NOTE  : 


Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  t  o 

adjusted 

justed 

percent  change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Apr.  1996  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Apr.  1996 

f  rom- 

percent 

Ap  r  . 

1996 

Apr . 
1995 

Mar. 

1996 

change  from- 
Mar .  to  Apr . 

Apr . 
1996 

Apr . 

1995 

Mar. 

1996 

change  from 
Mar.  to  Apr 

156.3 

2.9 

0 . 4 

0.4 

!  153.6 

2.9 

0 . 5 

0.4 

468.2 

- 

- 

!  457.6 

- 

- 

- 

152.7 

2.6 

.4 

.3 

:  152.2 

2.6 

.5 

.3 

152.3 

2.6 

.5 

.3 

:  151.7 

2.6 

.4 

.3 

153.3 

2 . 7 

.5 

.3 

:  152.4 

2.8 

.5 

.3 

173.3 

3.8 

.8 

.2 

!  173.0 

3.8 

.8 

.2 

141.8 

3.0 

-.6 

-.2 

:  141.5 

3  .  1 

-.6 

-.1 

137.0 

3  .  7 

.2 

.4 

:  136.8 

3.8 

.  1 

.4 

188.4 

2.9 

2.6 

1.0 

!  187.7 

3  .  1 

2  .  7 

.8 

142.8 

1.3 

.3 

.4 

1  142.4 

1.4 

.2 

.4 

142.2 

4.0 

-.1 

-.1 

1  142.2 

4.1 

-.1 

-.1 

139.9 

2.0 

-.1 

-.2 

!  139.7 

1 .9 

-.1 

-.2 

129.9 

-2 . 3 

.2 

.5 

!  129.4 

-2.0 

.2 

.6 

155.3 

3  .  1 

.5 

.6 

!  155.1 

3 . 2 

.5 

.6 

151.6 

2 . 2 

.3 

.3 

:  i5i.6 

2  .  3 

.3 

.3 

157.9 

2.8 

.3 

.3 

:  157.3 

2  .  7 

.3 

.2 

151.8 

3.0 

.  1 

.3 

!  148.6 

2.9 

.1 

.3 

170.1 

3  .  3 

.0 

.2 

165.2 

3  .  2 

.  1 

.2 

179.7 

3.2 

-.4 

2 

1  156.6 

3.0 

-.3 

.2 

160.9 

2 . 5 

2 

'.2 

I  160.6 

2 . 5 

,  9 

2 

216.1 

4.9 

-1  '.(> 

.4 

215.6 

4.8 

-1  .8 

!  i 

175.3 

3  .  4 

.  2 

.2 

:  159.8 

3  .  3 

.  1 

.  3 

175.6 

3.4 

T 

.  3 

:  160.1 

3.4 

2 

.  3 

159.4 

1  .  4 

‘  1 

.  3 

!  146.0 

1  .0 

!  i 

.2 

138.0 

2.8 

!  4 

.4 

1  136.8 

2 . 3 

.4 

.4 

143.8 

3.5 

.0 

.0 

1  145.9 

2.8 

.1 

.  1 

130.0 

1  .9 

.8 

.8 

!  125.0 

1.7 

.  7 

.  7 

125.4 

2.7 

2 

.6 

1  125.2 

3.0 

.2 

.6 

112.9 

3.3 

!  9 

1  .6 

1  112.3 

3.6 

.  7 

1  .  5 

102.1 

15.5 

2.8 

3.5 

!  101.6 

15.1 

2.5 

3.2 

118.9 

2.0 

.6 

1.4 

!  118.5 

2.5 

.5 

1  .4 

155.4 

2  .  1 

-.6 

-.6 

1  156.1 

2 . 2 

1  .  6 

-.6 

-.6 

124.8 

1  .8 

.2 

.  1 

!  123.4 

.  2 

.  1 

111.9 

.6 

.2 

.3 

!  110.5 

.5 

.3 

.  1 

141.4 

4.0 

.4 

.0 

141.7 

4.0 

.3 

.0 

146.6 

2.6 

.0 

.  1 

1  149.7 

2.6 

.  1 

.3 

134.9 

.1 

.  1 

-.4 

1  134.2 

.4 

.2 

-.2 

131.7 

.0 

.  1 

-.4 

!  131.2 

.4 

.2 

-.  1 

129.0 

1.6 

-.1 

-.4 

!  128.6 

1.7 

-.2 

-.4 

130.2 

-1.5 

.2 

-.3 

:  129.5 

-.8 

.7 

.2 

133.7 

5.2 

.  3 

.3 

!  134.8 

5.6 

.  1 

.  1 

128.2 

.8 

.1 

-.7 

:  129.0 

.9 

.2 

-.5 

153.5 

-.6 

-.8 

-.8 

!  153.0 

-.3 

-.5 

-.3 

158.8 

.7 

-.1 

-.1 

!  158.2 

.6 

.0 

.0 

143.1 

2.9 

1  .  3 

1 . 1 

!  143.0 

3 . 1 

1  .  5 

1 . 1 

140.3 

3.0 

1.4 

1  .  1 

:  i4i.o 

3  .  1 

1.6 

1  . 1 

14  3.5 

1  .7 

-.1 

.  1 

:  144.5 

1  .8 

.0 

.  1 

141.3 

1  .4 

-.1 

.  1 

!  140.9 

1.4 

-.1 

.  1 

157.4 

.4 

.  1 

-1  .  3 

:  158.5 

.  7 

.  1 

-1.0 

108.6 

9.1 

7  .  1 

5.4 

!  108.6 

9.1 

7.1 

5  .  1 

108.2 

9.0 

7.0 

5  .  3 

108.3 

9.1 

7.0 

5.0 

157.2 

2.6 

.  2 

.  1 

!  158.2 

2 . 7 

.2 

.  1 

173.0 

1  .  2 

.3 

.5 

!  168.6 

1  .0 

.  3 

.6 

105.1 

.6 

-.2 

-.1 

!  104.2 

.5 

-.2 

-.1 

189.0 

1.3 

.4 

.5 

!  184.8 

1  .  1 

.4 

.7 

179.3 

1  .  5 

.2 

1.0 

!  177.5 

3.0 

.2 

.7 

22  7.0 

3.7 

.2 

.3 

!  226.4 

3.8 

.2 

.3 

209.6 

2.9 

.3 

.4 

!  207.0 

2.8 

.2 

.4 

231.1 

3.9 

.2 

.  2 

!  230.7 

3.9 

.  1 

.3 

207.0 

3.8 

.2 

.3 

!  208.1 

3.8 

.2 

.3 

158.6 

3.5 

.  1 

-.1 

!  156.3 

3  .  3 

.  1 

-.1 

142.8 

3.4 

.  1 

-.1 

i  141.8 

3  . 1 

.  1 

-.1 

177,2 

3.4 

.  1 

.0 

1  177.1 

3.4 

.1 

.0 

213.3 

4.4 

.1 

.3 

!  210.1 

4 . 2 

.1 

.3 

230.5 

3.4 

-.1 

-.2 

:  230.3 

!  149.6 

3 . 2 

-.2 

.0 

149.7 

2.3 

2 

.2 

2  .  1 

.2 

.2 

144.2 

1.4 

.1 

.1 

!  144.7 

1  .  1 

.  1 

.1 

155.7 

3  .  3 

.3 

.3 

i  155.7 

3  .  3 

.3 

.3 

244.6 

5 . 4 

.  2 

.4 

!  240.1 

5.4 

.3 

.5 

225.5 

6.0 

.  1 

.4 

!  226.5 

6.0 

.1 

.4 

246.3 

5.3 

.2 

.4 

!  241.5 

5.4 

.2 

.6 

156.3 

2.9 

.4 

.4 

!  153.6 

2.9 

.5 

.4 

140.2 

2.6 

.  7 

.5 

!  140.2 

2  .  7 

.8 

.  5 

152.7 

2.6 

.4 

.3 

:  152.2 

2.6 

.5 

.3 

132.5 

2.6 

.9 

.7 

j  132.8 

2.7 

1  .  1 

.6 

134.7 

3  .  7 

1.6 

.9 

!  134.5 

3.9 

1.7 

1  . 1 

131.7 

.0 

.  1 

-.4 

:  i3i.2 

.4 

.2 

-.1 

139.3 

5.5 

2.3 

1.6 

I  139.1 

5.6 

2.5 

1  .  7 

129.5 

1  .  1 

.0 

-.  1 

:  129.4 

1  .  1 

.  1 

-.1 

172.7 

3.1 

.  1 

.3 

:  i7o.o 

3.2 

.1 

.4 

177.0 

3.3 

.0 

.2 

!  159.0 

3.2 

.1 

.3 

139.6 

2.1 

.0 

.4 

!  128.4 

2.4 

.0 

.3 

179.0 

1 .6 

.3 

.6 

I  176.9 

1.8 

.3 

.5 

231.1 

3.9 

.2 

.2 

1  230.7 

3.9 

.1 

.3 

199.5 

4.2 

.2 

.3 

i  196.3 

4.2 

.2 

.3 

157.0 

3.0 

.3 

.4 

!  153.9 

2.9 

.5 

.5 

152.4 

2.8 

.  5 

.5 

I  150.6 

2.8 

.5 

.5 

157.5 

2.8 

.4 

.4 

!  144.4 

2.8 

.5 

.5 

152.3 

2.8 

.4 

.4 

;  150.2 

2.9 

.5 

.4 

133.5 

2.6 

.8 

.6 

i  133.8 

2.8 

1  .  1 

.  6 

136.0 

3.6 

1.5 

.9 

!  135.8 

3.9 

1  .6 

1.0 

140.1 

5  .  1 

2.0 

1.4 

.6 

!  139.9 

5.3 

2 . 2 

1.4 

143.9 

3  .  1 

1  .0 

!  143.6 

3.2 

1  .  1 

.6 

180.6 

2.9 

.1 

.3 

!  161.0 

2.9 

.  2 

.4 

167.3 

3.0 

.  1 

.3 

I  164.8 

3.0 

.  1 

.3 

110.0 

5.9 

3  .  7 

3  .  2 

!  109.8 

6.3 

3.8 

3.3 

162.5 

2.7 

.  1 

.2 

!  159.8 

2.6 

.2 

.2 

165.0 

2  .  7 

.1 

.1 

:  161.9 

2 . 7 

.  1 

.  1 

142.0 

1  .6 

.1 

-.1 

:  i4i.6 

1  .  7 

.1 

-.1 

108. 1 

9.9 

6.6 

5.2 

!  108.3 

9 . 7 

6 . 7 

4.9 

178.2 

3.2 

.  1 

.3 

!  175.6 

3  .  1 

.  1 

.2 

$.640 

-2.7 

-.3 

-.3 

!  $.651 

-2.8 

-.5 

-.5 

.214 

- 

— 

- 

!  .219 

— 

— 

1982=100 

base ;  W- 

population 

indexes  on  a 

December  1984 

=100  base . 

Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 

Feb. 

I ndexes 

Mar. 

CPI-U 

Apr . 
1996 

Percent 
change  to 

Apr.  1996 
f  rom- 

Feb  . 

CPI-W 

Indexes 

Mar.  Apr. 

Percent 
change  to 
Apr.  1996 
f  rom- 

1996 

1996 

Apr.  1995 

1996 

1996  1996 

Apr.  1995 

U.S.  city  average  . 

154.9 

155.7 

156.3 

2.9 

:  152.2 

152.9 

153.6 

2.9 

Region  and  area  size  1/ 

Northeast  urban . 

162.2 

162.8 

162.9 

2.9 

!  159.4 

160.1 

160.3 

2 . 9 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

163.0 

163.7 

163.6 

2 . 9 

159.2 

160.0 

160.0 

3  .  0 

Size  B  -  500.000  to  1.200.000  . 

Size  C  -  50 , 0OO  to  500,000  . 

159.2 

160.2 

160.6 

2 . 8 

156.9 

158.1 

158.5 

2 . 8 

160.6 

160.8 

161.3 

2 . 7 

:  162.0 

162.1 

162.9 

2  .  7 

North  Central  urban  . 

150.8 

151.7 

152.3 

2.8 

1  147.5 

148.3 

149.0 

2 . 8 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50 , 000  to  366,000  . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

151.7 

152.6 

152.9 

2 . 6 

147.7 

148.6 

149.0 

2  .  5 

149.5 

150.4 

15  1.2 

2 . 9 

145.7 

146.6 

147.3 

2  .  7 

152.4 

153.1 

153.9 

2.9 

149.8 

150.4 

151.3 

3.0 

( less  than  50 ,000  )  . 

146.9 

147.7 

149.0 

3  .  5 

144.9 

145.7 

147.1 

3.4 

South  urban  . 

151.5 

152.4 

153.2 

3  .  2 

150.0 

150.8 

15  1.8 

3  .  3 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,206,000  . 

Size  C  -  50 , 000  to  450, 006  . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

150.6 

15  1.5 

152.4 

2 . 8 

148.7 

149.5 

150.6 

9  ,  q 

154.1 

155.0 

155.6 

3  .  1 

150.3 

151.1 

15  1.9 

3  .  1 
3.9 

151.4 

152.2 

153.1 

3 . 9 

151.3 

152.0 

153.0 

(less  than  50 , 000  )  . 

150.1 

151.6 

152.4 

3.6 

150.4 

152.1 

152.9 

3.8 

West  urban  . 

1  5.5  .  8 

156.4 

157.1 

2  .  5 

152.7 

153.4 

154.2 

2 . 6 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, 060  . 

155.9 

156.6 

15  7.3 

2  .  1 

151.2 

15  2.1 

152.9 

2  .  2 

160.8 

161.4 

162.2 

4.0 

157.6 

158.2 

159.1 

4  .  1 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

140.0 

140.7 

141.1 

2 . 6 

138.9 

139.7 

140.2 

2  .  6 

B  . 

154.7 

15  5.5 

156.1 

3.0 

151.8 

152.6 

15  3.3 

3  .  0 

C  . 

15  4.8 

155.5 

156.3 

3  .  5 

153.9 

154.4 

155.4 

3  .  5 

D  . 

151.1 

152.1 

153.0 

3.6 

150.3 

151.4 

15  2.4 

3  .  7 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

155.2 

156.3 

156.4 

2  .  2 

150.2 

151.3 

151.5 

0  0 

Los  Ange 1 es - Anahe im-Ri ve rs ide ,  CA  . 

156.2 

15  7.3 

157.7 

1  .  9 

150.9 

151.9 

1  5  °  .  4 

1  9 

N , Y . -No rthe rn  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 

165.7 

166.5 

166.0 

2 . 9 

161.7 

162.5 

162.2 

3  .  0 

Phi  1 . -Wi lmington-Trenton ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 

161.2 

162.0 

162.1 

2  .  7 

160.5 

161.3 

161.3 

2  .  5 

1  .  7 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  . 

153.2 

152.9 

153.9 

1  .6 

150.5 

150.7 

151.9 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

_ 

153.0 

_ 

151.8 

Bos t on-Lawr enc e-S a  1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

_ 

162.8 

_ 

_ 

16  1  7 

C  1  e ve 1  and- Ak ron-Lo ra in ,  OH  . 

_ 

150.9 

_ 

_ 

143.1 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

_ 

15  2.4 

_ 

_ 

150.3 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  . 

_ 

148.9 

_ 

_ 

14  8.0 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

- 

158.4 

- 

- 

- 

155.4 

- 

- 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

146.2 

_ 

148.5 

2.4 

145.9 

148.6 

9  8 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

15  1.3 

_ 

152.3 

2.8 

146.5 

14  7.6 

°  8 

Hous t on-Ga 1 ves t on-B razo r ia ,  TX  . 

14  1.5 

_ 

14  3.1 

3  .  7 

140.8 

142.3 

146.5 

3  '  4 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  Pa  . 

151.1 

152.8 

2  i  6 

144.7 

- 

2  .'  7 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes, 

?/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPT  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sa  pie  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  eiinr. 
As  a  result  ,  .local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-tetr. 
trends  arc  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  foi  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI -U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.3  percent  in  May,  following  increases  of  0.4  percent  in 
each  of  the  2  preceding  months.  The  energy  index  registered  its  sixth  consecutive  increase — up  1.1 
percent  in  May — after  declining  throughout  most  of  1995,  and  accounted  for  about  one-fourth  of  the  May 
advance  in  the  overall  CPI-U.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  increased  1.8  percent  in  May  and  the 
index  for  energy  services  rose  0.1  percent.  The  food  index  rose  0.1  percent  in  May.  The  index  for  fruits 
and  vegetables,  which  rose  sharply  in  March  and  April,  declined  0.8  percent  in  May,  offsetting  increases  in 
the  other  major  grocery  store  food  groups.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent  after 
increasing  0.1  percent  in  April,  reflecting  increases  in  the  indexes  for  apparel  and  upkeep,  entertainment, 
telephone  services,  and  tobacco  products,  each  of  which  had  declined  in  April. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  JUNE  DATA  ON  JULY  16,  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is 
incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdesk@BLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 

All  items  . . 

All  items  (1967-100)  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  . 

Shelter  . . . 

Renters'  costs  1/  . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 

Household  insurance  1/  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  2/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair  services  2/  . 
Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  2/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2/  . . . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

Housef urnishings  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparei . 

Infants'  and  toddlers'  apparel  2/  .... 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparei  commodities  . 

Apparel  services  2/  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  . 

Public  transportation  . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services  . 

Entertainment  . . 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

Entertainment  services  . 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  2/  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  2/  . 

Personal  care  services  21  . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  .... 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . . . 

Rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

she  1  ter  1/  . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparei  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  1_/  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1 98  2 -8  4  =  $ l  .  00  2/  . 

1967-31 .00  2/  7 . 


1/ 

7/ 

NOTE: 


Not  seasonally  adjusted. 
Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as 


Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

usted 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

ndexes 

May  1996  from- 

percent 

indexes 

May  1996  from- 

percent 

May 

1996 

May 

1995 

Apr . 
1996 

change  from- 
Apr.  to  May 

May 

1996 

May 

1995 

Apr . 
1996 

change  from- 
Apr.  to  May 

156.6 

2.9 

0.2 

0.3 

!  154.0 

2.9 

0.3 

0.3 

469.0 

- 

- 

- 

!  458.7 

152.5 

2.6 

-.1 

.1 

!  151.9 

2.6 

-.2 

.1 

152.0 

2.5 

-.2 

.1 

!  151.5 

2.6 

-.1 

.  1 

152.6 

2.6 

-.5 

.0 

!  151.7 

2.6 

-.5 

.0 

173.6 

4.2 

.2 

.6 

j  173.3 

4.2 

.2 

.6 

141.2 

2.8 

-.4 

.1 

!  140.8 

2.8 

-.5 

.0 

137.6 

3.6 

.4 

.5 

!  137.4 

3  .  7 

.4 

.6 

184.1 

1.7 

-2.3 

-.8 

!  183.5 

2.1 

-2.2 

-1 .0 

142.9 

1.5 

.  1 

.  1 

!  142.5 

1.5 

.  1 

.0 

143.5 

4.5 

.9 

.8 

i  143.5 

4.5 

.9 

.7 

140.0 

2.1 

.  1 

.3 

|  139.7 

2.0 

.0 

.  1 

129.3 

-1  .8 

-.5 

-.4 

!  128.8 

-1.7 

-.5 

-.4 

155.6 

2.8 

.2 

.1 

!  155.4 

2.9 

.2 

.0 

152.0 

2.3 

.3 

.3 

!  152.0 

2.4 

.3 

.3 

158.3 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

!  157.6 

2.7 

.2 

.3 

152.0 

3.0 

.  1 

.2 

|  148.9 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

170.1 

3 . 2 

.0 

.  2 

!  165.3 

3.1 

.  1 

.2 

178.9 

3.0 

-.4 

.2 

!  156.4 

2.9 

-.  1 

.2 

161.2 

2.5 

.2 

.3 

i  160.9 

2.5 

.2 

.3 

211.8 

4.1 

-2.0 

-.3 

j  212.0 

4.0 

-1  .7 

-.1 

175.6 

3.3 

.2 

.3 

i  160.1 

3 . 2 

.2 

.3 

175.9 

3.3 

.2 

.3 

!  160.4 

3  .  3 

.2 

.2 

159.5 

1.3 

.1 

.1 

:  i46.i 

1.0 

.  1 

.  1 

138.8 

3  .  1 

.6 

.6 

!  137.5 

2.5 

.5 

.5 

144.7 

3.8 

.6 

.6 

!  146.8 

3.2 

.6 

.6 

130.9 

2.2 

.7 

.7 

!  125.5 

1.9 

.4 

.4 

126.7 

3.4 

1.0 

.3 

!  126.3 

3.5 

.9 

.  2 

114.0 

3.8 

1.0 

-.1 

!  113.4 

3.9 

1.0 

-.3 

99.6 

12.8 

-2.4 

-1.8 

!  99.1 

12.4 

-2.5 

-1.8 

120.6 

2.9 

1.4 

.1 

!  120.0 

3.2 

1.3 

-.2 

156.9 

3.0 

1.0 

1 .0 

1  157.5 

3  .  1 

.9 

.9 

124.4 

1  .  4 

-.3 

-.2 

!  123.0 

1  .  2 

-.3 

-.2 

111.2 

.2 

-.6 

-.5 

1  109.8 

.0 

-.6 

-.5 

141.0 

3.4 

-.3 

-.4 

|  141.3 

3.4 

-.3 

-.4 

147.3 

2.8 

.5 

.5 

1  150.1 

2.7 

.3 

.4 

133.7 

.  2 

-.9 

.  1 

!  133.2 

.8 

-.7 

.2 

130.4 

.  2 

-1  .0 

.0 

!  130.1 

.8 

-.8 

.  1 

129.5 

1  .3 

.4 

.1 

1  129.2 

1  . 1 

.5 

.0 

127.7 

-1.5 

-1.9 

.2 

:  127.1 

-  .  8 

-1.9 

.3 

130.4 

5.5 

-2.5 

-2.5 

:  i3i.5 

6.1 

-2.4 

-2.4 

128.3 

1.3 

.  1 

.2 

!  129.3 

1  .5 

.2 

.0 

151.7 

.9 

-1.2 

-.3 

:  i5i.5 

3  .  1 

-1 .0 

.5 

159.4 

1  .  1 

.4 

.4 

!  158.8 

1  .  1 

.4 

.4 

144.4 

2.9 

.9 

.7 

!  144.4 

3  .  1 

1  .0 

.6 

141.7 

3  . 1 

1 .0 

.6 

!  142.5 

3.0 

1  .  1 

.6 

143.4 

1.6 

-.1 

.2 

!  144.5 

1  .8 

.0 

.  2 

141.2 

1.4 

-.1 

.  1 

:  140.8 

1 .4 

-.  1 

.  1 

157.6 

-.  1 

.  1 

-.9 

:  158.7 

.2 

.  1 

-.9 

113.6 

9.0 

4.6 

2.3 

1  113.5 

8.9 

4.5 

2.5 

113.3 

8 . 7 

4.7 

2.5 

!  113.3 

8.6 

4.6 

2.3 

157.5 

2.4 

.2 

.3 

1  158.4 

2.5 

.  1 

.2 

173.1 

1.5 

.  1 

.2 

;  168.7 

1  .3 

.  1 

.  1 

104.9 

.2 

-.2 

-.2 

!  104.0 

.1 

-.2 

-.2 

189.1 

1  .  7 

.  1 

.3 

:  i85.i 

1.6 

.2 

.2 

180.2 

2.0 

.5 

2.0 

:  178.6 

3.5 

.6 

1.4 

227.4 

3.7 

.2 

.3 

!  226.8 

3 . 7 

.2 

.3 

209.7 

3  .  1 

.0 

.  2 

I  207.1 

3.0 

.0 

.1 

231.6 

3.9 

.  2 

.3 

:  231.3 

3.9 

.3 

.3 

207.7 

3.7 

.3 

.3 

!  208.8 

3.8 

.3 

.3 

158.8 

3.4 

.  1 

.4 

!  156.5 

3.3 

.1 

.4 

142.8 

3.4 

.0 

.2 

!  141.9 

3  .  2 

.  1 

.2 

177.6 

3.4 

.2 

.6 

!  177.7 

3.4 

.3 

.6 

214.1 

4.5 

.4 

.4 

!  211.2 

4.3 

.5 

.4 

233  .1 

3 . 5 

1  .  1 

.5 

!  233.1 

3.4 

1.2 

.5 

150.3 

2.5 

.4 

.4 

!  150.3 

2.4 

.5 

.5 

145.3 

1  .  7 

.8 

.8 

:  146.0 

1.6 

.9 

.9 

155.8 

3.5 

.  1 

.1 

:  155.8 

3 . 5 

.  1 

.  1 

244.8 

5.4 

.  1 

.4 

!  240.3 

5.4 

.  1 

.3 

224.7 

5.9 

-.4 

.  1 

:  225.6 

5.8 

-.4 

.0 

246.6 

5.4 

.  1 

.4 

!  241.7 

5 . 3 

.1 

.3 

156.6 

2.9 

.2 

.3 

:  154.0 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

140.4 

2.6 

.  1 

.1 

!  140.5 

2.6 

.2 

.2 

152.5 

2.6 

-.  1 

.1 

!  151.9 

2.6 

-.2 

.  1 

133.0 

2.5 

.4 

.2 

!  133.5 

2  .  7 

.5 

.3 

135.6 

3 . 7 

.7 

.4 

!  135.7 

4.0 

.9 

.5 

130.4 

.2 

-1  .0 

.0 

!  130.1 

.8 

-.8 

.  1 

141.4 

5.4 

1.5 

.6 

:  141.5 

5.4 

1  .  7 

.5 

129.3 

.9 

-.2 

-.2 

j  129.2 

.9 

-.2 

-.2 

173.1 

3.2 

.2 

.3 

!  170.4 

3 . 2 

.  2 

.3 

177.0 

3.2 

.0 

.3 

:  i59.i 

3.2 

.  1 

.3 

141.0 

2.8 

1.0 

.7 

!  129.6 

2.9 

.9 

.5 

179.3 

1  .9 

.2 

.6 

:  177.3 

2 . 1 

.2 

.5 

231.6 

3.9 

.2 

.3 

i  231.3 

3.9 

.3 

.3 

199.9 

4.3 

.2 

.4 

i  196.6 

4.2 

.  2 

.4 

157.4 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

!  154.4 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

152.8 

2.8 

.3 

.3 

!  151.1 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

157.8 

2.9 

.2 

.3 

!  144.8 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

152.6 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

!  150.5 

2.9 

.2 

.3 

134.0 

2.6 

.4 

.2 

i  134.4 

2.7 

.4 

.  3 

136.8 

3.6 

.6 

.4 

!  136.9 

3.9 

.8 

.4 

142.0 

5.0 

1.4 

.5 

1  142.0 

5  .  1 

1.5 

.6 

144.2 

3  .  1 

.2 

.3 

!  144.1 

3.2 

.3 

.  1 

181.4 

3.2 

.4 

.4 

!  161.7 

3  .  2 

.4 

.4 

167.7 

3.1 

.2 

.3 

1  165.2 

3  .  1 

.2 

.4 

112.9 

6.2 

2.6 

1  . 1 

112.8 

6 . 4 

2 . 7 

1  .  1 

162.5 

2.7 

.0 

.2 

159.8 

2.6 

.0 

.  2 

165.1 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.2 

!  162.0 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.2 

141.7 

1.5 

-.2 

.0 

!  141.4 

1  .  7 

-.1 

.0 

112.3 

9.5 

3.9 

1.8 

!  112.5 

9 . 1 

3.9 

2.1 

178.4 

3.2 

.1 

.3 

!  176.0 

3.2 

.2 

.4 

8.639 

-2.7 

-.2 

-.2 

!  $.649 

-2.8 

-.3 

-.3 

.213 

- 

- 

— 

!  .218 

- 

“ 

982=100 

base;  W- 

population 

indexes  on  a 

December  1984= 

100  base 

a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


Mar, 

1996 


CPI-U 

I ndexes 


A§9& 


Percent 
change  to 
May  1996 
f  rom- 
May  1995 


Mar , 
1996 


CPI-W 

Indexes 


Percent 
change  to 
May  1996 
f  rom- 
May  1995 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  W 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  500,000  to  1  ,  20(5, 000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  . 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200, 000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250, 000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,000  . 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

B  T . 

C  . 

D  . 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anahe im-Rive rside ,  CA  . 

N . Y . -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phi 1 . -Wi lmington-Trenton ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 
San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  . 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

Boston-Lawrence-Salem,  MA-NH  . 

Cleveland-Akron-Lorain,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St,  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  M0-IL  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  . 


155.7 

156.3 

156.6 

2.9 

162.8 

162.9 

163.0 

2.8 

163.7 

163.6 

163.6 

2.8 

160.2 

160.6 

161.0 

2.9 

160.8 

161.3 

160.9 

2.4 

151.7 

152.3 

152.7 

3.0 

152.6 

152.9 

153.2 

2.8 

150.4 

151.2 

151.6 

2.9 

153.1 

153.9 

154.7 

3.1 

147.7 

149.0 

149.2 

3 . 2 

152.4 

153.2 

153.5 

3.2 

151.5 

152.4 

152.7 

2.7 

155.0 

155.6 

155.9 

3.4 

152.2 

153.1 

153.2 

3.8 

151.6 

152.4 

152.9 

3.3 

156.4 

157.1 

157.6 

2.7 

156.6 

157.3 

157.6 

2.2 

161.4 

162.2 

162.4 

3.8 

140.7 

141.-1 

141.3 

2.6 

155.5 

156.1 

156.6 

3.2 

155.5 

156.3 

156.4 

3  .  3 

152.1 

153.0 

153.5 

3.4 

156.3 

156.4 

156.9 

2.5 

157.3 

157.7 

157.5 

1.5 

166.5 

166.0 

166.4 

2.8 

162.0 

162.1 

161.8 

2.5 

152.9 

153.9 

155.1 

2.5 

153.0 

_ 

153.9 

2.3 

162.8 

— 

161.8 

2.6 

150.9 

— 

151.8 

3.0 

152.4 

— 

152.6 

2 . 7 

148.9 

— 

148.1 

2.4 

158.4 

- 

159.0 

2.8 

* 

148.5 

_ 

_ 

— 

152.3 

— 

_ 

— 

143.1 

— 

— 

- 

152.8 

- 

- 

152.9 

153.6 

154.0 

2.9 

160.1 

160.3 

160.6 

2.9 

160.0 

160.0 

160.2 

2.9 

158.1 

158.5 

158.9 

3.0 

162.1 

162.9 

162.7 

2.5 

148.3 

149.0 

149.4 

2.9 

148.6 

149.0 

149.3 

2.8 

146.6 

147.3 

147.8 

2.7 

150.4 

151.3 

152.1 

3.1 

145.7 

147.1 

147.3 

3.1 

150.8 

151.8 

152.1 

3.2 

149.5 

150.6 

151.0 

2.7 

151.1 

151.9 

152.3 

3.3 

152.0 

153.0 

153.1 

3.6 

152.1 

152.9 

153.5 

3.6 

153.4 

154.2 

154.7 

2.7 

152.1 

152.9 

153.2 

2 . 3 

158.2 

159.1 

159.4 

3.6 

139.7 

140.2 

140.4 

2.6 

152.6 

153.3 

153.8 

3.2 

154.4 

155.4 

155.7 

3.3 

151.4 

152.4 

152.8 

3.3 

151.3 

151.5 

151.9 

2.5 

151.9 

152.4 

152.3 

1.7 

162.5 

162.2 

162.8 

3.0 

161.3 

161.3 

161.3 

2.5 

150.7 

151.9 

153.0 

2.7 

151.8 

152.8 

2.3 

161.7 

— 

160.8 

2 . 7 

143.1 

— 

144.0 

2.9 

150.3 

— 

151.0 

2.9 

148.0 

— 

147.4 

2.2 

155.4 

- 

156.7 

2.9 

_ 

148.6 

_ 

— 

147.6 

— 

- 

— 

142.3 

— 

— 

- 

146.5 

- 

- 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

"7/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986-100  base. 

-  Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  1 33.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125. 6  (133. 5/125. 6= 1. 063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371 954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  June,  its  smallest  advance  since  a  similar 
increase  last  November.  The  energy  index,  which  had  risen  9.4  percent  in  the  6-month  period  ended  in  May 
after  declining  throughout  most  of  1995,  fell  2.2  percent  in  June.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy 
declined  3.7  percent  in  June  and  the  index  for  energy  services  dropped  0.5  percent.  The  food  index  rose 
0.7  percent  in  June,  reflecting  large  price  increases  for  meats  and  for  dairy  products,  coupled  with 
smaller  than  usual  price  declines  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U 
rose  0.2  percent,  the  same  as  in  May. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  JULY  DATA  ON  AUGUST  13,  8:30  A.M.  ( EDT ) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is 
incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT .  helpdesk@BLS  .  gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent  change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

June  1996  from- 

percent 

indexes 

June  1996 

f  rom- 

percent 

June 

June 

May 

change  from- 

June 

June 

May 

1996 

change  from- 

1996 

1995 

1996 

May  to  June 

1996 

1995 

May  to  June 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

156.7 

2.8 

0 . 1 

0.1 

154.1 

2.8 

0.1 

0.1 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

469.5 

459.1 

“ 

Food  and  beverages  . 

153.1 

3.2 

.4 

.7 

152.6 

3 . 2 

.5 

.  7 

Food  . 

152.6 

3  .  2 

.4 

.7 

152.1 

3.2 

.4 

.8 

Food  at  home  . 

153.4 

3  .  6 

.5 

1  .0 

152.6 

3  .  7 

.6 

1  .0 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

174.2 

4.0 

.3 

.  1 

174.0 

4.0 

.4 

.  1 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

143.1 

4.4 

1  .3 

1  .5 

142.7 

4.5 

1  .  3 

1  .4 

Dairy  products  . 

139.8 

5  .  7 

1  .6 

1  .  5 

139.7 

5.9 

1  .  7 

1  .  5 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

183.4 

3  .  3 

-.4 

2.0 

182.6 

3  .  3 

-.5 

1.9 

Other  food  at  home  . 

142.9 

1  .6 

.0 

.  1 

142.5 

1  .6 

.0 

.2 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

143.7 

4.7 

.  1 

.5 

143.7 

4.7 

.  1 

.4 

Fats  and  oils  . . 

140.8 

3  .  2 

.6 

.7 

140.6 

3.2 

.6 

.  9 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

128.4 

-2.4 

-.7 

-.6 

127.9 

-2  .  1 

-.7 

-.6 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

156.2 

3  .  3 

.4 

.6 

155.9 

3.2 

.3 

.6 

152.3 

2.4 

.2 

.2 

152.3 

2.4 

.2 

.2 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

158.6 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

157.9 

2.9 

.2 

.2 

Housing  . 

152.7 

2.8 

.5 

.1 

149.6 

2.8 

.5 

.  1 

Shelter  . 

170.7 

3  .  1 

.4 

.2 

165.9 

3  .  1 

.4 

.2 

Renters '  costs  1/  . 

180.0 

3.0 

.6 

.2 

157.2 

3 .0 

.  5 

.3 

Rent,  residential  . 

161.7 

2.7 

.3 

.2 

161.3 

2.6 

.  2 

.2 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

214.9 

4.0 

1  .  5 

.0 

215.3 

4.4 

1  .6 

.3 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

176.0 

3.2 

.2 

.  2 

160.5 

3  .  1 

.2 

.  2 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 

176.3 

3  .  2 

.2 

.  1 

160.8 

3  .  2 

.2 

.  1 

Household  insurance  1/  . 

160.7 

1  .6 

.8 

.5 

146.9 

1.2 

.5 

.2 

Maintenance  and  repairs  2/  . 

138.8 

2.8 

.0 

.0 

137.5 

2  .  3 

.0 

.0 

Maintenance  and  repair  services  2/  . 

144.6 

3 . 7 

-.1 

-.1 

146.7 

3.0 

-.  1 

-.1 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  2/  . 

130.9 

1  .5 

.0 

.0 

125.6 

1  .5 

.  1 

.  1 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

128.4 

2  .  7 

1  .  3 

-.2 

128.2 

2.9 

1.5 

-.2 

Fuels  . 

116.5 

2.4 

2 . 2 

-.9 

116.1 

2  .  7 

2.4 

-.8 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

94.6 

7.6 

-5.0 

-4.  1 

94 . 3 

7.4 

-4.8 

-3.9 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

124.1 

1.8 

123.8 

3  .  2 

services ) . 

2.9 

-.5 

2.2 

-.5 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2/  . 

157.6 

3  .  2 

.4 

.4 

158.2 

3.3 

.4 

.4 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

124.5 

1  .  6 

.  1 

.  1 

123.1 

1  .  5 

.  1 

.  2 

Housef urnishings  . 

111.2 

.  5 

.0 

.  1 

109 . 9 

.  4 

.  1 

.  2 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

140.8 

3  .  2 

-.  1 

-.2 

141.2 

3.3 

-.1 

-.2 

Housekeeping  services  . 

147.8 

3.3 

.3 

.3 

150.5 

3 .0 

.3 

.  3 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

130.8 

.2 

-2.2 

-.4 

130.2 

.5 

-2.3 

-.6 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls1  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers1  apparel  2/  .... 

127.2 

.  1 

-2 . 5 

-.5 

126.9 

.4 

-2.5 

-.7 

127.1 

1  .  3 

-1  .9 

-.4 

126.7 

.9 

-1.9 

- .  6 

122.8 

-1.3 

-3  .8 

-.8 

122.1 

-.9 

-3.9 

-1.0 

129.1 

6 . 2 

-1  .0 

-1.0 

130.1 

6 . 3 

-1.1 

-1.1 

Footwear  . . . 

127.1 

2.0 

-.9 

.5 

128.1 

2  .  1 

-.9 

.  5 

Other  apparel  commodities  . 

150.8 

-1.8 

-.6 

-.4 

150.5 

-.7 

-.7 

-.8 

Apparel  services  2/  . 

159.7 

1  .  8 

.  2 

.2 

159.0 

1.6 

.  1 

.  1 

Transportation  . 

144.0 

2  .  1 

-.3 

-.4 

143.8 

2  .  1 

-.4 

-.6 

Private  transportation  . 

141.0 

2 . 2 

-.5 

- .  6 

141.8 

2  .  2 

-.5 

- .  6 

New  vehicles  . 

143.5 

1  .8 

.1 

.3 

144.5 

1  .  9 

.0 

.  3 

New  cars  . 

141.3 

1  .6 

.  1 

.4 

140.9 

1  .  6 

.  1 

.4 

Used  cars  . 

157.2 

-.7 

-.3 

-1.1 

158.3 

-.5 

-.3 

-1  .  1 

Motor  fuel  . 

111.2 

4.8 

-2  .  1 

-3 . 6 

111.0 

4.5 

-2.2 

-3.2 

Gasoline  . 

111.0 

4.4 

-2.0 

-3  .  2 

110.9 

4.2 

-2  .  1 

-3.2 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

157.7 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.  2 

158.6 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.3 

Other  private  transportation  . 

173.1 

1  .9 

.0 

.4 

168.8 

1.7 

.  1 

.4 

Other  private  transportation 

104.3 

commodities  . 

105.2 

.  6 

.3 

.5 

.  5 

.  3 

.  5 

Other  private  transportation 

2.1 

185.1 

1.9 

services  . 

189.1 

.0 

.4 

.0 

.  3 

Public  transportation  . 

182.2 

-.2 

1  .  1 

2.0 

180.1 

1.6 

.8 

1  .  2 

Medical  care  . 

227.8 

3.6 

.2 

.3 

227.3 

3  .  7 

.2 

.3 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

210.5 

3.3 

.  4 

.4 

208.0 

3  .  2 

.4 

.4 

Medical  care  services  . 

231.9 

3.8 

.1 

.  2 

231.6 

3 . 8 

.  1 

.  3 

Professional  medical  services  . 

207.9 

3.5 

.  1 

.1 

209.0 

3.5 

.  1 

.  1 

Entertainment  . 

159.0 

3 .8 

.  1 

.3 

156.7 

3.6 

.  1 

.3 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

142.9 

3.5 

.  1 

.2 

141.9 

3.3 

.0 

.  1 

Entertainment  services  . 

177.9 

3.9 

.2 

.3 

178.0 

4.0 

.2 

.4 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

214.0 

4.2 

.0 

.2 

211.0 

3.9 

-.1 

.  1 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

232.9 

2.9 

-.1 

.  1 

232.8 

2.8 

-.1 

.  1 

Personal  care  2/  . 

149.6 

2.0 

-.5 

-.5 

149.6 

1  .  9 

-.5 

-.5 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

-1.0 

appliances  2/  . 

143.9 

.8 

-1  .0 

-1 .0 

144.6 

.8 

-1.0 

Personal  care  services  2/  . 

155.9 

3.2 

.  1 

.  1 

156.0 

3.4 

.  1 

.  1 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  . 

245.1 

5.4 

.  1 

.  4 

240 . 6 

5.3 

.  1 

.4 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

224.7 

5.6 

.0 

.  i 

225  .5 

5.6 

.0 

.  1 

Personal  and  educational  services  .... 

246.8 

5.4 

.1 

.4 

242.0 

5.3 

.  1 

.4 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

156.7 

2.8 

.  1 

.1 

154.1 

2.8 

.1 

.  1 

Commodities  . 

139.9 

2.4 

-.4 

-.  1 

140.0 

2.4 

-.4 

-.1 

Food  and  beverages  . 

153.1 

3.2 

.4 

.  7 

152.6 

3  .  2 

.5 

.  7 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 

131.9 

1 .9 

-.8 

-.6 

132.4 

1  .9 

-.8 

- .  6 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

133.7 

2.5 

-1.4 

-1  .0 

133.8 

2.7 

-1  .4 

-1.0 

Apparel  commodities  . 

127.2 

.  1 

-2.5 

-.5 

126.9 

.4 

-2.5 

-.7 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages. 

140.1 

-1.2 

and  apparel  . 

140.1 

3.7 

-.9 

-1  .2 

3 . 6 

-1.0 

Durables  . 

129.3 

1  .0 

.0 

.  1 

129.2 

.9 

.0 

.0 

Services  . 

173.9 

3  .  1 

.5 

.2 

171.2 

3  .  1 

.5 

.2 

Rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

177.6 

3  .  1 

.3 

.2 

159.6 

3  .  1 

.3 

.3 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

-.1 

shelter  1/  . 

143.1 

2.6 

1.5 

-.  1 

131.6 

2.7 

1.5 

Transportation  services  . 

179.8 

1  .  7 

.  3 

.7 

177.6 

2  .  1 

.2 

.5 

Medical  care  services  . 

231.9 

3.8 

.  1 

.2 

231.6 

3.8 

.  1 

.  3 

Other  services  . . . . . 

200 . 1 

4.5 

.  1 

.3 

196.9 

4.5 

.  2 

.4 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

157.5 

2.7 

.1 

.0 

154.4 

2.7 

.0 

-.  1 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

152.8 

2 . 7 

.0 

.  1 

151.1 

2 . 7 

.0 

.  1 

157.9 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.1 

144.8 

2 . 7 

.0 

.0 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

152.7 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.  1 

150.6 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.  1 

Commodities  less  food  . 

133.0 

2.0 

-.7 

-.5 

133.3 

1  .9 

-.8 

- .  6 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

135.1 

2.6 

-1  .  2 

-.9 

135.1 

2.7 

-1.3 

-.9 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

140.9 

3.6 

-.8 

-.8 

140.8 

3.5 

-.8 

-1.0 

Nondurables  . 

143.6 

2.9 

-.4 

-.1 

143.5 

2.9 

-.4 

-.  1 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

182.4 

3  .  1 

.6 

.  2 

162.6 

3  .  1 

.  6 

.  2 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

168.5 

3  .  1 

.5 

.  2 

166.0 

3.0 

.  5 

.  2 

Energy  . 

113.1 

3  .  5 

.2 

-2  .  2 

112.9 

3.6 

.  1 

-2.0 

All  items  less  energy  . 

162.7 

2.8 

.1 

.2 

160.0 

2.8 

.  1 

.  3 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

165.2 

2  .  7 

.1 

.2 

162.0 

2 . 6 

.0 

.  1 

Commodities  less  food  and 

-.1 

energy  commodities  . 

141.0 

1  .5 

-.5 

.0 

140.7 

1  .5 

-.5 

Energy  commodities  . 

109.5 

5.0 

-2.5 

-3  .  7 

109.8 

4.8 

-2.4 

-3  .  2 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

179.0 

3.2 

.  3 

.  3 

176.4 

3.2 

.  2 

.  2 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=51.00  2/  . 

S.638 

-2.7 

-.2 

-.2 

$  .649 

-2 . 7 

.0 

.0 

1967=51.00  2/  T . 

.213 

~ 

“ 

.218 

“ 

— 

“ 

1/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December 

1982=100 

base;  W- 

population 

indexes  on  a  December  1984 

-100  base. 

7/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


NOTE: 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 

CPI-W 

I ndexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Pe  rc  ent 

Area 

change  to 

change  to 

June  1996 

June  1996 

Apr . 

May 

June 

f  rom- 

Apr . 

May  June 

f  rom- 

1996 

1996 

1996 

June  1995 

1996 

1996  1996 

June  1995 

U.S.  city  average  . 

156.3 

156.6 

156.7 

2.8 

153.6 

154.0 

154.1 

2.8 

Region  and  area  size  1_/ 

Northeast  urban . 

162.9 

163.0 

163.1 

2.6 

160.3 

160.6 

160.6 

2 . 7 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200,000  . 

Size  B  -  500.000  to  1,200.000  . 

163.6 

163.6 

163.8 

2.6 

160.0 

160.2 

160.4 

2.8 

160.6 

161.0 

160.9 

2.8 

158.5 

158.9 

158.7 

2  .  7 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500, 000  . 

161.3 

160.9 

161.0 

2 . 4 

162.9 

162.7 

162.5 

2 . 3 

North  Central  urban  . 

152.3 

152.7 

152.9 

2.8 

149.0 

149.4 

149.5 

2 . 7 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200.000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200.000  . 

152.9 

153.2 

153.5 

2  .  7 

149.0 

149.3 

149.6 

2 . 7 

151.2 

151.6 

152.0 

2.9 

147.3 

147.8 

148.0 

2 . 6 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  . 

153.9 

154.7 

154.1 

2.8 

151.3 

152.1 

151.5 

2.8 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

149.0 

149.2 

149.8 

3.0 

147.1 

147.3 

148.0 

3.0 

South  urban  . 

153.2 

153.5 

154.0 

3.3 

151.8 

152.1 

152.6 

3 . 2 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200,000  . 

152.4 

152.7 

153.2 

3.0 

150.6 

151.0 

151.6 

3.0 

155.6 

155.9 

156.3 

3  .  3 

151.9 

152.3 

152.6 

3  .  2 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  . 

153.1 

153.2 

153.8 

3.6 

153.0 

153.1 

153.7 

3.4 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

( less  than  50 , 000  )  . 

152.4 

152.9 

153.0 

3.5 

152.9 

153.5 

153.6 

3.7 

West  urban  . 

157.1 

157.6 

157.5 

2.5 

154.2 

154.7 

154.5 

2.5 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

157.3 

157.6 

157.3 

2  .  1 

152.9 

153.2 

152.9 

2  .  1 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, 000  . 

162.2 

162.4 

162.4 

3  .  7 

159.1 

159.4 

159.2 

3.5 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

141.1 

141.3 

141.4 

2 . 5 

140.2 

140.4 

140.6 

2.6 

B  T . 

156.1 

156.6 

156.9 

3  .  2 

153.3 

153.8 

154.0 

3  .  1 

C  . 

156.3 

156.4 

156.5 

3  .  1 

155.4 

155.7 

155.7 

3.0 

D  . 

153.0 

153.5 

153.7 

3.2 

152.4 

152.8 

153.1 

3.3 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

156.4 

156.9 

157.6 

2  .  7 

151.5 

15  1.9 

152.6 

2.8 

Los  Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside  ,  CA  . 

157.7 

157.5 

156.7 

1  .  2 

152.4 

152.3 

151.5 

1  .  2 

N  .  Y . -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 

166.0 

166.4 

166.5 

2  .  7 

162.2 

162.8 

162.8 

2.8 

Phi 1 . -Wi lming t on-Tr ent on ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 

162.1 

161.8 

162.3 

2 . 5 

161.3 

161.3 

161.7 

2.3 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  . 

153.9 

155.1 

155.2 

2 . 3 

151.9 

153.0 

152.9 

2.2 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

_ 

153.9 

_ 

_ 

- 

152.8 

- 

- 

Boston-Lawrence-Salem,  MA-NH  . 

— 

161.8 

— 

— 

— 

160.8 

— 

— 

C 1  eve  1 and-Ak ron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

— 

151.8 

— 

— 

— 

144.0 

— 

— 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

- 

152.6 

- 

— 

- 

151.0 

- 

- 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  . 

— 

148.1 

— 

— 

— 

147.4 

— 

— 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

“ 

159.0 

~ 

“ 

156.7 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

148.5 

_ 

149.4 

3.5 

148.6 

_ 

149.6 

3.6 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

152.3 

- 

151.9 

2.4 

147.6 

- 

147.1 

2.4 

Hous t on-Ga 1 ves t on-B razo r ia ,  TX  . 

143.1 

— 

142.8 

2  .  1 

142.3 

— 

142.2 

1.9 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  . 

152.8 

153.2 

2.7 

146.5 

146.9 

2 . 7 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

TT/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133. 5  is  1. 063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125. 6  (133. 5/125. 6= 1. 063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased  6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  rose  0.3 
percent  in  July,  following  a  0.1  percent  increase  in  June.  The  energy  index,  which  turned  down  in  June 
after  increasing  9.4  percent  in  the  preceding  6-month  period,  declined  0.4  percent  in  July.  The  index  for 
petroleum-based  energy  declined  2.0  percent  in  July,  while  the  index  for  energy  services  rose  1.1  percent. 
The  food  index  rose  0.5  percent  in  July,  reflecting,  in  part,  another  sharp  increase  in  prices  for  dairy 
products.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.3  percent,  following  a  0.2  percent  increase  in  June. 
The  slightly  larger  advance  in  July  was  due  to  a  jump  in  shelter  costs,  which  partially  resulted  from  a  2.3 
percent  rise  in  the  cost  of  lodging  while  out  of  town. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  AUGUST  DATA  ON  SEPTEMBER  13,  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is 
incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdesk@BLS . gov" 


(CpJ-wJ;  andSser£ice1groipdeX  f°r  ^  '«««  and  Clerical  Workers 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Unad¬ 

justed 

indexes 

July 

1996 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . .  lei  . 

All  items  (  1967  =  100)  . )!))))))))))  4  70*4 

Food  and  beverages  . . .  J53  £ 

Food  . )))))***  153*2 

Food  at  home  .  154^1 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  174*8 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  .  143)9 

Dairy  products  .  142.0 

Fruits  and  vegetables  .  184^0 

Other  food  at  home  .  142*9 

Sugar  and  sweets  .  144*6 

Fats  and  oils  .  140^5 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  .  127*5 

Other  prepared  food  .  156*8 

Food  away  from  home  .  152  8 

Alcoholic  beverages  .  153)5 

Housing  .  c 

Shelter  . *  ) )  *  ) )  )  *  *  *  * .  171  q 

Renters'  costs  1/  . ********  183*0 

Rent,  residential  . .*  132)2 

Other  renters'  costs  .  225  *4 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  .  1 7  6  I  6 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 176*9 

Household  insurance  1/  ~ .  132)0 

Maintenance  and  repairs  2/  .  139[4 

Maintenance  and  repair~services  2/*)  1  4 6  I  3 

Maintenance  and  repair  — 

commodities  2/  .  130  1 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  .  129*0 

Fuels  . . .  117*4 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . .  92.3 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy* 

services)... . '  125  6 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2_/  .  157  5 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  ..))  124)7 

Housef urnishings  .  Ill  2 

Housekeeping  supplies  . )  141*1 

Housekeeping  services  .  148)6 

Apparel  and  upkeep  .  128  3 

Apparel  commodities  . ))))  124*5 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . )))  125)1 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel .  118*5 

Infants'  and  toddlers’  apparel  2/  ...  125*7 

Footwear  . 125*6 

Other  apparel  commodities  ...)))))))))  151*5 

Apparel  services  2_!  . 159)9 

Transportation  .  143  5 

Private  transportation  . )))***  140*5 

New  vehicles  .  143*9 

Used  cars  .  1S8  q 

Motor  fuel  . . ,.*))))  108*9 

Gasoline  . . )))  108)8 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . )))))  158)l 

Other  private  transportation  . )  173*5 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  .  104  7 

Other  private  transportation 

services  .  189  7 

Public  transportation  . )  182)7 

Medical  care  .  228.7 

Medical  care  commodities  ....).)))))))))  211*0 

Medical  care  services  .  232  )9 

Professional  medical  services  .  208)7 

Entertainment  . . .  159  q 

Entertainment  commodities  ..))))))))))))  142*9 

Entertainment  services  .  178)o 

Other  goods  and  services  .  214.6 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  .  233*3 

Personal  care  2^1  .  150*0 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  2 /  .  144  4 

Personal  care  services  2/  .  156.3 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  .  245)8 

School  books  and  supplies  .  224)7 

Personal  and  educational  services  ....  247)6 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  .  j  5  7  q 

Commodities  . )))))))))  139)5 

Food  and  beverages  . ))))))))))  153*6 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  ))))  130)9 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  ..  132  3 

Apparel  commodities  .  124.5 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages 

and  apparel  .  139.3 

Durables  .  no  1 

Services  . ))))))))).))))))  174*8 

Rent  of  shelter  _1/  .  178*9 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  1_/  .  143.9 

Transportation  services  . )  180)3 

Medical  care  services  .  232  *9 

Other  services  . .....’  200)6 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  .  157.7 

All  items  less  shelter  . )))))))  152)8 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  1/  ....))))  158)] 

All  items  less  medical  care  . )  153*0 

Commodities  less  food  . )  132*0 

Nondurables  less  food  . )))))  133*8 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  ....  **  140*9 

Nondurables  .  143*1 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  1 7  .)))))))))  )  183)l 

Services  less  medical  care  services  .  169*4 

Energy  . 112)5 

All  items  less  energy  . )*  1  6  3  )  1 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . ))))  165*5 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  .  j 40  3 

Energy  commodities  . 107)2 

Services  less  energy  services  . ))))  179*9 

Pur£S2si?E„Power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84  =  $)  .00  2/  .  e  637 

1967  =  51.00  2/  T .  )  .  213 


CPI-U 

Unadjusted 
percent  change  to 
July  1996  from- 
July  June 

1995  1996 


Seasonally 
adjusted 
percent 
change  from- 
June  to  July 
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.3 

.  3 
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.3 
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.8 

.9 
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.2 
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.5 

.5 

.0 

-1  .9 

-.1 
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1 . 4 
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.0 
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.4 
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.0 
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.3 
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.4 

.4 
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.0 

.  1 

3.2 

.0 

.0 

3 . 9 

.  1 

.2 
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.3 

.4 

3  .  1 

.2 

.4 

2.1 

.3 

.3 

1.2 

.3 

.3 

3.2 

.3 

.  3 

5.4 

.3 

.4 

5 . 5 

.0 

.3 

5.3 

.3 

.4 

3.0 

.  2 

.  3 

2.4 
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.  1 

3.4 

.  3 

.  5 

1  .9 
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2.5 

-1.0 

-.4 
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-2  .  1 

-.  1 

3  .  7 
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1 .0 
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-.  1 
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.5 
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.4 
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.0 
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.3 

2.9 

.  2 

.  3 

1.9 

-.8 
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-1.0 

-.4 
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Unad¬ 

justed 

indexes 

July 

1996 


154.3 

459.7 

153.1 

152.8 
153  . 
174. 

143  . 

141 
183  . 

142  , 

144  . 

1  40  . 

127.1 
156.6 
152  , 


157.8 


150.4 

166.9 

159.1 

161.9 
226.0 
161.0 
161.3 

147.8 

137.9 

148.2 


124.8 

128.7 
117.0 

92.1 

125.1 

158.0 

123.2 

109.8 
141.6 
15  1.1 


127.9 

124.3 

124.7 
118.1 

126.8 
126.8 

150.9 

159.3 


143.3 

141.1 

144.3 

140.6 

158.1 
108.8 

108.7 
158.9 

169.2 


103.8 

185.7 
180.6 

228.2 

208 . 5 
23  2.6 

209.9 

156.7 

141.8 

178.2 

211.6 

233.2 
150.0 


145  , 
156, 

241  , 
225  , 

242  . 


154.3 
139.7 
153.1 

131.4 

132.4 
124.3 


139.2 

129.0 

172.0 

160.6 


132.3 
178.1 
232.6 

197.4 


154.5 
151.0 
145.0 

150.8 
132.4 

133.8 
140.0 

143.1 

163.3 

166.8 

112.2 

160.3 
162.2 

140.1 

107.6 

177.2 

$.648 
.2  18 


CPI-W 

Unadjusted 
percent  change  to 
July  1996  f rom- 


July 

1995 


June 

1996 
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.6 
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.4 

5.8 
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3 . 1 
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3 . 2 

.3 
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.6 

2.4 

.  3 

3  .  7 

1  .0 

.6 

-.6 

3.3 

.4 
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-2.3 
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-.1 
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-.  1 
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.4 
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percent 
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Not°seasonall ^"adjusted.3  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base, 
Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 

CPI-W 

I ndexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

Area 

change  to 

change  to 

July  1996 

July  1996 

May 

June 

July 

1996 

f  rom- 

May 

1996 

June  July 

f  rotn- 

1996 

1996 

July  1995 

1946  1996 

July  1995 

U.S.  city  average  . 

156.6 

156.7 

157.0 

3.0  ! 

154.0 

154.1 

154.3 

2.9 

Region  and  area  size  _!/ 

Northeast  urban . 

163.0 

163.1 

163.4 

2.6  : 

160.6 

160.6 

160.9 

2.7 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  500,000  to  1.200.000  . 

163.6 

163.8 

164.1 

2  .  7 

160.2 

160.4 

160.5 

2.8 

161.0 

160.9 

161.8 

2  .  7 

158.9 

158.7 

159.7 

2.8 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  . 

160.9 

161.0 

161.5 

2.3  : 

162.7 

162.5 

162.9 

2.3 

North  Central  urban  . 

152.7 

152.9 

153.2 

3.0  : 

149.4 

149.5 

149.8 

3.0 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  i,2O0,OOO  . . 

153.2 

153.5 

153.7 

2.8 

149.3 

149.6 

149.7 

2.8 

151.6 

152.0 

152.4 

3 .0 

147.8 

148.0 

148.3 

2.9 

Size  C  -  50 , Ooo  to  360, OO0  . 

154.7 

154.1 

154.6 

3.3  : 

152.1 

151.5 

151.9 

3.3 

Size  D  -  Nonme t ropo 1 i t an 

(  less  than  50,000  )  . 

149.2 

149.8 

150.4 

3.0 

147.3 

148.0 

148.5 

3.0 

South  urban  . 

153.5 

154.0 

154.0 

3.2  ! 

152.1 

152.6 

152.6 

3.2 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200,000  . 

152.7 

153.2 

153.2 

3.0 

151.0 

151.6 

151.6 

3.0 

155.9 

156.3 

156.7 

3.4  i 

152.3 

152.6 

152.9 

3 . 4 

Size  C  -  50, OOO  to  450, OO0  . 

153.2 

153.8 

153.7 

3.6  ! 

153.1 

153.7 

153.6 

3  .  4 

Size  D  -  Nonme t ropo 1 i t an 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

152.9 

153.0 

152.5 

3.0  : 

153.5 

153.6 

152.8 

3.0 

West  urban  . 

157.6 

157.5 

157.9 

2.9  : 

154.7 

154.5 

154.9 

2.9 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

157.6 

157.3 

158.0 

2.6  : 

153.2 

152.9 

153.4 

2.6 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, 0O0  . 

162.4 

162.4 

162.4 

3.6  : 

159.4 

159.2 

159.3 

3.6 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

141.3 

141.4 

141.7 

2.8  : 

140.4 

140.6 

140.8 

2.8 

B  . 

15  6.6 

156.9 

157.4 

3.i  : 

153.8 

154.0 

154.4 

3  .  1 

C  . 

156.4 

156.5 

156.8 

3.3  : 

155.7 

155.7 

155.8 

3 . 2 

D  . 

153.5 

153.7 

153.7 

3.i  : 

152.8 

153.1 

153.0 

3  .  1 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

156.9 

157.6 

157.7 

2.7  : 

151.9 

152.6 

152.7 

2.7 

Los  Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside  ,  CA  . 

157.5 

156.7 

157.6 

2.o  : 

152.3 

151.5 

152.3 

2.0 

N.Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 

166.4 

166.5 

166.7 

2.7  : 

162.8 

162.8 

162.8 

2.8 

Phi  1  . -Wi lmington-Trenton ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 

161.8 

162.3 

162.8 

2.5  ; 

161.3 

161.7 

162.1 

2 . 3 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  . 

155.1 

155.2 

155.9 

2.9  : 

153.0 

152.9 

153.4 

2 . 7 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

153.9 

_ 

155.7 

2.8  : 

152.8 

_ 

154.6 

2.7 

Bos t on-Lawrenc e-Sa 1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

161.8 

— 

162.0 

2.7  ! 

160.8 

_ 

160.9 

2  .  7 

Cleveland-Akron-Lorain,  OH  . 

15  1.8 

— 

152.1 

2.7  ; 

144.0 

_ 

144.3 

2.9 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

152.6 

— 

152.4 

2.8  : 

15  1.0 

150.8 

2 . 9 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  . 

148.1 

— 

149.9 

3.0  : 

147.4 

- 

149.0 

2.6 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

159.0 

160.1 

2.6  : 

156.7 

157.6 

2.7 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

149.4 

_ 

1 

_ 

149.6 

_ 

_ 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

— 

151.9 

— 

— 

147.1 

_ 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

— 

142.8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

142.2 

_ 

_ 

Pi t tsburgh-Beave r  Valley,  PA  . 

- 

153.2 

- 

1 

- 

146.9 

- 

- 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133. 5  is  1. 063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  August,  following  a  0.3  percent  increase 
in  July.  The  energy  index  declined  for  the  third  consecutive  month — down  0.6  percent  in  August  and  3.2 
percent  for  the  3-month  period — after  increasing  9.4  percent  in  the  6-month  period  ended  in  May.  The  index 
for  petroleum-based  energy  declined  1.6  percent  in  August,  while  the  index  for  energy  services  rose  0.6 
percent.  The  food  index  rose  0.4  percent  in  August,  reflecting  sharp  increases  in  prices  for  meats  and  for 
dairy  products.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent,  following  a  0.3  percent  increase  in 
July.  The  deceleration  in  August  was  due  to  a  substantially  smaller  increase  in  shelter  costs  and  a  larger 
decline  in  the  index  for  apparel  and  upkeep. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  SEPTEMBER  DATA  ON  OCTOBER  16,  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is 
incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdesk@BLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

( 1982-84=100 ,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  1  /  . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  \_l  . 

Household  insurance  \_l  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  2^1  . 

Maintenance  and  repair  services  2/  . 
Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  2/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2/  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

House! urnishings  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls1  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers1  apparel  21  .... 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  . 

Apparel  services  2/  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  . 

Public  transportation  . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . . . 

Professional  medical  services  . 

Entertainment  . 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

Entertainment  services  . 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  2_l  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  2 /  . 

Personal  care  services  21  . 

Personal  and  educational  'expenses  . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  .  .  .  . 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  1 /  . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=81.00  2/  . 

1  96  7  =  $ 1 .00  21  T . 


1/ 

V 

NOTE: 


Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent  change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Aug.  1996  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Aug.  1996 

f  rom- 

percent 

tsti 

Aug  . 
1995 

July 

1996 

change  from- 
July  to  Aug. 

tWi 

Aug  . 

1995 

July 

1996 

change  from 
July  to  Aug 

157.3 

2.9 

0.2 

0.1 

!  154.5 

2.9 

0.1 

0. 1 

471.1 

- 

- 

- 

!  460.2 

- 

- 

- 

154.2 

3.6 

.4 

.3 

!  153.7 

3.6 

.4 

.4 

153.7 

3.6 

.3 

.4 

i  153.4 

3 . 7 

.4 

.3 

154.8 

4.3 

.5 

.5 

!  154.1 

4.3 

.5 

.5 

175.0 

3  .  7 

.1 

.0 

!  174.8 

3  .  7 

.2 

.  1 

145.6 

5.0 

1  .  2 

.9 

J  145.3 

5  .  1 

1.2 

.9 

144.6 

8.9 

1  .8 

2.0 

I  144.3 

8.9 

1.7 

1  .  7 

182.1 

4.7 

-1  .0 

-.3 

!  181.8 

4.8 

-.9 

-.2 

143.2 

1  .3 

.2 

-.1 

:  142.8 

1 .4 

.  1 

.0 

144.6 

4 . 3 

.0 

-.2 

|  144.5 

4 . 3 

-.1 

-.1 

140.9 

2.5 

.3 

.8 

;  140.6 

2.3 

.3 

.8 

128.5 

-2  .  1 

.8 

.5 

!  128.0 

-2.0 

.7 

.5 

156.4 

2.8 

-.3 

-.5 

!  156.3 

2.9 

-.2 

-.4 

153.1 

2.5 

.  2 

.  2 

:  i53.i 

2.6 

.3 

.3 

158.9 

2.8 

.3 

.3 

!  158.2 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

154.0 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

!  150.7 

2.9 

.2 

.2 

172.3 

3.3 

.2 

.  1 

!  167.3 

3.2 

.2 

.  1 

183.4 

3  .  7 

.  2 

.  1 

!  159.4 

3.4 

.  2 

.1 

162.5 

2 . 7 

.2 

.  1 

1  162.2 

2.8 

.2 

.  1 

225.9 

5 . 7 

.2 

-.1 

:  226.5 

5  .  7 

.2 

-.1 

177.0 

3  .  1 

.2 

.2 

:  i6i.4 

3.1 

.2 

.1 

177.3 

3  .  1 

.  2 

.  1 

:  161.7 

3  .  1 

.2 

.2 

162.3 

2.3 

.2 

.1 

:  148.0 

1.6 

.  1 

.0 

139.7 

3 . 2 

.2 

.2 

:  138.0 

2.3 

.  1 

.1 

147.1 

4.8 

.5 

.5 

;  149.0 

4.2 

.5 

.5 

129.6 

.6 

-.4 

-.4 

!  124.1 

.0 

-.6 

-.6 

129.4 

2.9 

.3 

.4 

I  129.2 

3  . 1 

.4 

.5 

117.9 

2.9 

.4 

.5 

!  117.5 

3.1 

.4 

.5 

92.2 

6.5 

-.1 

.5 

:  92.i 

6.5 

.0 

.5 

126.1 

2.5 

.4 

.6 

!  125.7 

2.7 

.5 

.6 

158.0 

3.2 

.3 

.3 

1  158.5 

3.3 

.3 

.3 

124.8 

1  .  1 

.  1 

.2 

!  123.3 

.9 

.1 

.2 

111.3 

-.2 

.  1 

.3 

!  110.0 

-.2 

.2 

.2 

141.1 

2.2 

.0 

.  1 

:  141.8 

2.5 

.  1 

.  2 

148.6 

3.3 

.0 

.0 

!  151.2 

2.9 

.1 

.  1 

128.1 

-1  .5 

-.2 

-1.4 

:  127.5 

-1  .2 

-.3 

-1.5 

124.2 

-2.0 

-.2 

-1  .5 

:  123.8 

-1.6 

-.4 

-1  .6 

126.2 

1.4 

.9 

.2 

!  125.7 

1  .  2 

.8 

.  1 

118.1 

-4.4 

-.3 

-2  .  7 

i  117.4 

-3  .  7 

-.6 

-2.9 

125.1 

-2  .  3 

-.5 

-.5 

I  126.7 

-1  .9 

-.1 

-.1 

124.7 

.9 

-.7 

-.6 

!  126.1 

1.4 

-.6 

-.4 

149.3 

-3.9 

-1.5 

-2.3 

1  147.8 

-3.8 

-2.1 

-3  .  7 

160.3 

1.9 

.3 

.3 

!  159.6 

1.7 

.2 

.2 

142.8 

2.6 

-.5 

-.2 

!  142.6 

2 . 7 

-.5 

-.1 

139.9 

2.6 

-.4 

-.2 

:  140.5 

2.6 

-.4 

-.1 

142.9 

2  .  1 

-.2 

,  1 

!  144.0 

2  .  2 

-.2 

.2 

140.7 

2.0 

-.2 

.3 

;  140.3 

2.0 

-.2 

.3 

156.6 

-.3 

-.2 

.0 

:  157.8 

-.  1 

-.2 

-.1 

106.4 

5.2 

-2.3 

-2.0 

!  106.3 

!  106.0 

5.2 

-2.3 

-1.7 

106.1 

5.0 

-2.5 

-2.0 

5.0 

-2  .  5 

-1.9 

158.6 

2  .  7 

.3 

.3 

1  159.6 

2.8 

.4 

.4 

174.1 

2.2 

.3 

.5 

!  169.7 

2.2 

.  3 

.5 

104.8 

-.2 

.  1 

.  1 

:  io4.o 

-.2 

.2 

.2 

190.4 

2.5 

.4 

.5 

1  186.3 

2.6 

.  3 

.5 

181.4 

2.4 

-.7 

-.1 

:  179.4 

3.9 

-.7 

.0 

229.2 

3.4 

.2 

.2 

!  228.5 

3.3 

.  1 

.  1 

211.1 

3  .  1 

.0 

.2 

!  208.5 

2.9 

.0 

-.  1 

233  .4 

3.5 

.  2 

.  2 

1  233.1 

3.5 

.  2 

.  2 

209 . 2 

3.6 

.2 

.  3 

1  210.4 

3.5 

.2 

.  2 

159.2 

3  .  3 

.  1 

.  2 

:  157.0 

3.3 

.2 

.3 

143.2 

3.0 

.  2 

.  1 

!  142.2 

2 . 9 

.3 

.  3 

178.0 

3.5 

.0 

i  .  1  . 

!  178.3 

3  .  7 

.  1 

.  2 

216.3 

4 . 1 

.8 

.  3 

:  213.0 

3.9 

.  7 

.  2 

23  3.4 

2.6 

.0 

.0 

!  233.0 

2.5 

-.  1 

-.2 

150.5 

2  .  2 

.3 

.  3 

:  150.4 

2.0 

.  3 

.  3 

145.0 

1.3 

.4 

.4 

:  145.6 

1  .  3 

.4 

.4 

156.5 

3.2 

.  1 

.  1 

:  156.5 

3  .  2 

.2 

.  2 

248.7 

5  .  2 

1  .  2 

.5 

:  244.2 

5.3 

1.2 

.  5 

22  7.6 

6.8 

1.3 

1  .2 

!  228.8 

6.9 

1  .5 

1.5 

250.5 

5 . 2 

1  .  2 

.5 

1  245.7 

5 . 2 

1.2 

.4 

157.3 

2.9 

.2 

.  1 

I  154.5 

2.9 

.  1 

.  1 

139.5 

2.3 

.0 

-  .  1 

!  139.6 

2.4 

-.1 

-.1 

154.2 

3 .6 

.4 

.3 

!  153.7 

3 . 6 

.  4 

.4 

130.5 

1  .5 

-.3 

-.4 

:  130.9 

1.6 

-.4 

-.5 

131.6 

1  .8 

-.5 

-.8 

:  ni.6 

2  .  1 

- .  6 

-.8 

124.2 

-2.0 

-.2 

-1.5 

;  123.8 

-1.6 

-.4 

-1.6 

138.5 

3.7 

-.6 

-.4 

I  138.2 

3.6 

-.7 

-.5 

128.9 

.9 

-.2 

.  1 

!  128.9 

.9 

-  .  1 

.0 

175.3 

3  .  2 

.3 

.2 

I  172.5 

3.3 

.3 

.2 

179.3 

3.3 

.2 

.3 

:  i6i.o 

3.2 

.2 

.  2 

144.4 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

:  132.7 

2.9 

.3 

.4 

180.6 

2.6 

.2 

.  3 

!  178.4 

2.9 

.2 

.4 

233.4 

3.5 

.2 

.2 

1  233.1 

3.5 

.2 

.  2 

201.9 

4.2 

.6 

.3 

:  198.7 

4.2 

.  7 

.3 

157.9 

2.7 

.1 

.1 

1  154.6 

2.7 

.  I 

.0 

152.9 

2.7 

.1 

.0 

:  i5i.2 

2.8 

.  1 

.  1 

158.3 

2.8 

.1 

.0 

:  i45.i 

2.8 

.  1 

.  1 

153.2 

2.8 

.  1 

.1 

:  151.0 

2.8 

.  1 

.  1 

131.7 

1  .  5 

-.2 

-.4 

;  132.0 

1  .6 

-.3 

-  .  5 

133.2 

1  .8 

-.4 

-.7 

i  133.1 

2.1 

-.5 

- .  6 

139.5 

3.5 

-.5 

-.3 

!  139.2 

3.5 

-.6 

-.3 

143.1 

2.7 

.0 

-.2 

!  143.0 

3.0 

-.1 

-.1 

183.7 

3  .  3 

.3 

.  3 

!  163.8 

3.3 

.3 

.2 

169.9 

3 . 2 

.3 

.2 

:  167.3 

3.2 

.3 

.  2 

111.6 

3.9 

-.8 

-.6 

:  in.1 

4.0 

-1.0 

-.5 

163.4 

2.8 

.2 

.  1 

!  160.6 

2.8 

.  2 

.  1 

165.8 

2.6 

.2 

.  1 

:  162.5 

2.5 

.  2 

.  1 

140.3 

1  .0 

.0 

-.1 

;  i4o.o 

1 .0 

-.1 

-.2 

105.0 

5  .  3 

-2  .  1 

-1.6 

:  105.3 

5  .  3 

-2  .  1 

-1.5 

180.4 

3.3 

.  3 

.2 

:  177.7 

3.3 

.3 

.  2 

$.636 

-2.8 

-.2 

-.2 

!  $.647 

-2.9 

-.2 

-.2 

.212 

— 

— 

“ 

!  .217 

~ 

' 

1982=100 

base;  W- 

population 

indexes  on  a 

December  1984 

=100  base. 

Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-wj:  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  jy 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  500,000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  . 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

( less  than  50 , 000  )  . 

South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  450.000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50 , 000  to  450, 000  . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, oOo  . 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

B  T . 

C  . 

D  . 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anahe im-Rive rs ide ,  CA  . 

N.Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phi 1 . -Wi lmington-Trenton ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 
San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  . 

Baltimore ,  MD  . 

Bos t on-Lawr enc e-S a  1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

C leve land-Akron-Lorain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  . 


CPI-U 


Indexes 

Percent 

change  to 
Aug.  1996 

June 

July 

1996 

Aug  . 

f  rom- 

1996 

1996 

Aug.  1995 

156.7 

157.0 

157.3 

2.9 

163.1 

163.4 

164.0 

2  .  7 

163.8 

164.1 

164.7 

2  .  7 

160.9 

161.8 

162.2 

2.7 

161.0 

161.5 

161.8 

2 . 1 

152.9 

153.2 

153.4 

3.0 

153.5 

153.7 

154.0 

2.8 

152.0 

152.4 

152.8 

3.4 

154.1 

154.6 

154.7 

3  .  2 

149.8 

150.4 

150.4 

3.2 

154.0 

154.0 

154.1 

2.9 

153.2 

153.2 

153.1 

2.5 

156.3 

156.7 

156.9 

3.2 

153.8 

153.7 

154.0 

3.1 

153.0 

152.5 

152.6 

3 . 2 

157.5 

157.9 

158.0 

2.8 

157.3 

158.0 

158.1 

2.6 

162.4 

162.4 

162.6 

3.6 

141.4 

141.7 

141.9 

2.7 

156.9 

157.4 

157.6 

3  .  1 

156.5 

156.8 

157.0 

3.0 

153.7 

153.7 

154.0 

3.5 

157.6 

157.7 

158.1 

2.8 

156.7 

157.6 

157.3 

1  .9 

166.5 

166.7 

167.2 

2 . 7 

162.3 

162.8 

163.6 

2.5 

155.2 

155.9 

155.6 

2 . 7 

_ 

155.7 

_ 

— 

162.0 

— 

— 

- 

152.1 

— 

— 

- 

152.4 

• 

— 

— 

149.9 

— 

— 

160.1 

- 

- 

149.4 

_ 

149.5 

3.0 

151.9 

— 

152.7 

2.6 

142.8 

- 

142.8 

1  .9 

153.2 

- 

153.6 

2.3 

CPI-W 


Indexes 

Percent 

change  to 
Aug.  1996 

June 

July 

1996 

Aug  . 
1996 

t  rom- 

1996 

Aug.  1995 

154.1 

154.3 

154.5 

2.9 

160.6 

160.9 

161.4 

2.7 

160.4 

160.5 

161.0 

2  .  7 

158.7 

159.7 

160.0 

2.8 

162.5 

162.9 

163.2 

2  .  1 

149.5 

149.8 

149.9 

3.0 

149.6 

149.7 

149.9 

2.8 

148.0 

148.3 

148.7 

3  .  3 

151.5 

151.9 

151.9 

3 . 1 

148.0 

148.5 

148.5 

3  .  1 

152.6 

152.6 

152.7 

3.0 

151.6 

151.6 

151.4 

2.6 

152.6 

152.9 

153.1 

3.2 

153.7 

153.6 

153.9 

3.0 

153.6 

152.8 

153.1 

3.2 

154.5 

154.9 

154.9 

2.8 

152.9 

153.4 

153.4 

2.5 

159.2 

159.3 

159.5 

3.6 

140.6 

140.8 

140.9 

2.7 

154.0 

154.4 

154.6 

3.1 

155.7 

155.8 

156.0 

3.0 

153.1 

153.0 

153.3 

3.4 

152.6 

152.7 

152.9 

2.8 

151.5 

152.3 

151.9 

1  .8 

162.8 

162.8 

163.3 

2.8 

161.7 

162.1 

163.0 

2.4 

152.9 

153.4 

153.0 

2 . 5 

154.6 

_ 

- 

160.9 

— 

— 

- 

144.3 

— 

— 

— 

150.8 

— 

— 

- 

149.0 

— 

— 

157.6 

— 

- 

149.6 

_ 

149.5 

3  .  2 

147.1 

— 

148.0 

2.8 

142.2 

_ 

142.2 

1  .  7 

146.9 

- 

147.2 

2.4 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

"2/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

-  Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.3  percent  in  September,  following  a  0.1  percent 
increase  in  August.  The  food  index  rose  0.5  percent  in  September,  again  reflecting  sharp  increases  in  the 
indexes  for  meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  and  for  dairy  products.  The  energy  index,  which  declined  3.2 
percent  in  the  3-month  period  ended  in  August  after  advancing  9.4  percent  in  the  prior  6-month  period,  was 
unchanged  in  September.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  increased  0.1  percent,  while  the  index  for 
energy  services  declined  0.1  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.3  percent,  following  a 
0.1  percent  increase  in  August.  About  two-thirds  of  the  acceleration  in  this  index  from  August  to 
September  was  due  to  a  sharp  turnaround  in  the  index  for  apparel  and  upkeep--up  0.5  percent  after  declining 
1.4  percent  in  August.  Increases  in  the  indexes  for  airline  fares  and  for  new  vehicles  also  contributed  to 
the  larger  advance  in  September. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  OCTOBER  DATA  ON  NOVEMBER  14,  8:30  A.M.  (EST) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  BLS  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any  cost  is 
incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdesk @BLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 

A1 1  items  . . 

All  items  (1967-100)  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . . . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . . . 

Food  away  from  home  . . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  1/  . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 

Household  insurance  1/  .T . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  2/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair- services  2/  . 
Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  2/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2_l  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  . . . . 

Housef urnishings  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  .  .  .- . 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers'  apparel  2/  .... 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  . 

Apparel  services  2 /  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  . 

Public  transportation  . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services  . 

Entertainment  . 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

Entertainment  services  . 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  2 /  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  2/  . 

Personal  care  services  2/  . 

Personal  and  educational  Expenses  . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  .... 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  1/  . . . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  1/  . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  l_/  . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  _1/  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84  =  81 .00  2/  . 

1967-81 .00  2/  7 . 


1/ 

V 

NOTE: 


Not  seasonally  adjusted. 
Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent  change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Sept.  1996  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Sept.  1996 

f  rom- 

percent 

Sept . 
1996 

Sept . 
1995 

Aug . 

1996 

change  from- 
Aug.  to  Sept 

Sept . 
1996 

Sept . 

1995 

Aug  . 
1996 

change  f rom- 
Aug.  to  Sept 

157.8 

3.0 

0.3 

0.3 

!  155.1 

3.0 

0.4 

0.3 

472.7 

- 

- 

i  461.9 

- 

155.0 

3.7 

.5 

.5 

!  154.5 

3.8 

.5 

.5 

154.6 

3.8 

.6 

.5 

15  4.1 

3.8 

.5 

.5 

155.9 

4.5 

.7 

.6 

!  155.1 

4.5 

.6 

.6 

174.7 

3 . 7 

-.2 

.2 

!  174.3 

3.6 

-.3 

.  1 

147.2 

5.5 

1  .  1 

1  .  1 

!  146.8 

5.5 

1.0 

1  .0 

146.7 

10.9 

1.5 

1  .  7 

1  146.4 

10.8 

1.5 

1.9 

183.6 

3.1 

.8 

-.1 

!  183.2 

3.2 

.8 

-.2 

143.6 

1.8 

.3 

.5 

!  143.2 

1  .8 

.3 

.  5 

145.4 

5  .  1 

.6 

1.0 

!  145.3 

5  .  1 

.6 

.9 

141  .5 

3.0 

.4 

.6 

:  i4i.2 

2.8 

.4 

.6 

127.9 

-2.9 

-.5 

-.6 

;  127.4 

-2.8 

-.5 

-.5 

157.5 

4.0 

.7 

1.0 

!  157.2 

4.0 

.6 

1.0 

153.5 

2.6 

.3 

.3 

1  153.4 

2.6 

.  2 

.2 

159.5 

3.2 

.4 

.5 

!  158.9 

3.3 

.4 

.6 

153.9 

2.9 

-.1 

.2 

!  150.8 

2.9 

.  1 

,1 

172.0 

3  .  1 

-.2 

.2 

!  167.2 

3.0 

-.1 

.2 

180.9 

3.3 

-1.4 

.  1 

:  i58.i 

3  .  1 

-.8 

.  1 

162.9 

2.8 

.  2 

.2 

!  162.6 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

214.8 

4.7 

-4.9 

-.  1 

1  215.0 

4.6 

-5  .  1 

-.2 

177.5 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

!  161.9 

3.0 

.3 

.  2 

177.9 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

I  162.2 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

162.3 

3.4 

.0 

.3 

!  148.0 

3.0 

.0 

.3 

139.9 

3.3 

.  1 

.  1 

:  138.0 

2.2 

.0 

.0 

147.4 

5  .  1 

.2 

.2 

:  149.4 

4.5 

.3 

.3 

129.5 

.5 

-.1 

-.1 

I  123.6 

-.6 

-.4 

-.4 

129.8 

3.9 

.3 

.2 

:  129.5 

4.0 

.2 

.  2 

118.4 

4.4 

.4 

.  2 

!  117.9 

4.6 

.3 

.  2 

95.6 

10.4 

3.7 

3.6 

:  95.4 

10.3 

3.6 

3.5 

126.2 

3.8 

.  1 

-.1 

!  125.7 

4.1 

.0 

-.2 

158.3 

3.3 

.2 

.2 

I  158.8 

3.4 

.  2 

.  2 

125.1 

1  .  1 

.2 

.2 

:  123.6 

.9 

.  2 

.2 

111.5 

-.2 

.2 

.2 

:  no.i 

-.4 

.1 

.  2 

141.2 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

:  i4i.8 

2.3 

,0 

.  1 

149.4 

3.3 

.5 

.5 

:  152.2 

3.0 

.  7 

.4 

131.5 

-.9 

2.7 

.5 

!  130.6 

-.8 

2.4 

.5 

127.8 

-1  .3 

2.9 

.5 

:  127.2 

-1 .0 

2.7 

.4 

127.4 

.5 

1 .0 

-.8 

!  127.0 

.5 

1 .0 

-.8 

123.6 

-2.6 

4.7 

1  .0 

!  122.2 

-2.6 

4.1 

.  7 

131.4 

.2 

5.0 

5.0 

!  132.4 

-.2 

4.5 

4.5 

126.7 

-.1 

1.6 

-.2 

!  127.8 

.  2 

1  .  3 

-.5 

151.9 

-2.2 

1  .  7 

1.5 

!  151.4 

-1.2 

2.4 

2.3 

160.4 

1.9 

.  1 

.  1 

!  159.7 

1 .8 

.  1 

.  1 

143.2 

3.2 

.3 

.5 

!  142.9 

3 . 2 

.2 

.4 

140.0 

3 .0 

.1 

.3 

:  140.7 

3 .0 

.  1 

.3 

143.2 

2.3 

.2 

.6 

;  144.3 

2.4 

.2 

.4 

141.0 

2.3 

.2 

.5 

:  140.6 

2.3 

.2 

.  5 

157.0 

.3 

.3 

.3 

:  158.2 

.5 

.3 

.4 

106.2 

6.4 

-.2 

-.3 

:  106.2 

6.4 

-.1 

-.1 

105.7 

6.0 

-.4 

-.4 

!  105.8 

6.1 

-.2 

-.3 

160.0 

3.2 

.9 

.8 

:  160.8 

3  .  1 

.8 

.6 

174.1 

2.4 

.0 

.3 

!  169.8 

2 . 3 

.  1 

.4 

105.0 

.  1 

.2 

.2 

!  104.1 

.0 

.  1 

.2 

190.3 

2.6 

-.1 

.4 

!  186.4 

2.7 

.  1 

.4 

184.6 

4.8 

1.8 

2.0 

:  i8i.8 

5.6 

1  .  3 

1.6 

229.4 

3.3 

.  1 

.  2 

!  228.8 

3.3 

.  1 

.  2 

2  11.2 

3  .  1 

.0 

.  1 

!  208.5 

3 .0 

.0 

.3 

233.6 

3 . 3 

.  1 

.  2 

1  233.3 

3.3 

.  1 

.  2 

209.6 

3.6 

.2 

.3 

:  210.8 

3.6 

.  2 

.4 

159.8 

3.2 

.4 

.  1 

:  157.4 

3  .  1 

.  3 

.  1 

143.3 

2.9 

.1 

.0 

!  142.2 

2  .  7 

.0 

.  1 

179.1 

3.3 

.6 

.  1 

!  179.3 

3.4 

.6 

.  1 

218.3 

3.9 

.9 

.0 

!  214.7 

3.6 

.8 

.2 

234.1 

2.6 

.3 

.7 

!  233.7 

2.5 

.3 

.  7 

150.8 

2.2 

.2 

.2 

1  150.8 

2 . 2 

.3 

.3 

145.1 

1.5 

.1 

.  1 

:  145.7 

1  .4 

.  1 

.  1 

157.2 

3  .  1 

.4 

.4 

:  157.2 

3  .  1 

.4 

.4 

252  .1 

4.7 

1.4 

-.2 

:  247.3 

4.7 

1  .  3 

-.1 

2  29.9 

6.0 

1  .0 

.0 

!  231.5 

6.1 

1  .  2 

.2 

254.0 

4.7 

1  .  4 

-.3 

!  248.8 

4.6 

1  .  3 

-.1 

157.8 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

:  i55.i 

3.0 

.4 

.3 

140.3 

2.6 

.6 

.4 

:  140.4 

2.7 

.6 

.4 

155.0 

3.7 

.5 

.5 

1  154.5 

3.8 

.5 

.5 

131.4 

1.8 

.7 

.3 

:  i3i.7 

1  .  9 

.6 

.3 

133.0 

2.3 

1  .  1 

.  2 

!  132.8 

2.5 

.  9 

.  1 

127.8 

-1  .3 

2.9 

.  5 

i  127.2 

-1.0 

2  .  7 

.4 

138.7 

4.1 

.  1 

-.1 

13  8.4 

4.0 

.  1 

-.  1 

129.2 

1  .  1 

.2 

.3 

1  129.2 

1  .  2 

.2 

.  5 

175.6 

3.3 

.2 

.2 

!  172.8 

3  .  3 

.2 

.  2 

179.0 

3  .  1 

-.2 

.  1 

!  160.9 

3  .  1 

-.  1 

.  1 

144.6 

3.5 

.  1 

.3 

!  133.0 

3 . 7 

.2 

.  1 

181.6 

3  .  2 

.6 

.8 

!  179.2 

3.3 

.4 

.  7 

233.6 

3 . 3 

.  1 

.2 

!  233.3 

3  .  3 

.  1 

.  2 

203.9 

3.9 

1 .0 

.0 

!  200.5 

3.9 

.9 

.0 

158.4 

2.9 

.  3 

.2 

1  155.2 

2.8 

.4 

.  3 

153.8 

2.9 

.6 

.4 

!  151.9 

3 .0 

.  5 

.3 

158.9 

3.0 

.4 

.3 

!  145.7 

3.0 

.4 

.3 

153.8 

2.9 

.4 

.  3 

!  151.6 

3 .0 

.4 

.  3 

132.5 

1  .8 

.6 

.4 

!  132.8 

2.0 

.6 

.4 

134.5 

2.4 

1  .0 

.  2 

!  134.3 

2.5 

.  9 

.  1 

139.8 

3.9 

.2 

.2 

!  139.5 

3.9 

.  2 

.  1 

144.1 

3.0 

.7 

.3 

!  143.9 

3.2 

.6 

.  2 

184.6 

3.5 

.5 

.4 

!  164.5 

3.6 

.  4 

.4 

170.2 

3.3 

.2 

.4 

j  167.6 

3.3 

.2 

.  2 

111.7 

5.2 

.  1 

.0 

!  111.3 

5.5 

.  2 

.0 

164.0 

2.8 

.4 

.3 

!  161.2 

2.8 

.  4 

.  4 

166.4 

2.7 

.4 

.3 

!  163.1 

2.6 

.4 

.  3 

141.4 

1  .  2 

.8 

.4 

:  141.0 

1  .2 

.  7 

.4 

105.2 

6.8 

.2 

.  1 

:  105.5 

6.7 

.  2 

.  2 

180.7 

3.3 

.2 

.2 

:  178.0 

3 . 2 

.  2 

.  2 

8.634 

-2.9 

-.3 

-.3 

:  $.645 

-2.9 

-.3 

-.3 

.212 

- 

- 

- 

:  .216 

— 

— 

1982=100 

base;  W- 

population 

indexes  on  a 

December  1984= 

100  base . 

a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 

CPI-W 

Indexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

Area 

change  to 

change  to 

Sept  . 

1996 

Sept . 
1996 

July 

1996 

Aug.  Sept. 

1996  1996 

f  rom- 
Sept . 

1995 

July 

1996 

Aug.  Sept. 

1996  1996 

f  rom- 
Sept . 
1995 

U.S.  city  average  . 

157.0 

157.3 

157.8 

3.0 

154.3 

154.5 

155.1 

3.0 

Region  and  area  size  1/ 

Northeast  urban . 

163.4 

164.0 

164.6 

2 . 9 

160.9 

161.4 

162.0 

2 . 8 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  500.000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  . 

164.1 

164.7 

165.4 

2 . 9 

160.5 

161.0 

161.8 

2 . 9 

161.8 

162.2 

162.2 

2  .  7 

159.7 

160.0 

159.8 

2 . 5 

161.5 

161.8 

162.2 

2.3 

162.9 

163.2 

163.7 

2.2 

North  Central  urban  . 

153.2 

153.4 

154.0 

3 . 1 

149.8 

149.9 

150.6 

3  .  1 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  . 

153.7 

154.0 

154.5 

2.8 

149.7 

149.9 

150.4 

2 . 8 

152.4 

152.8 

153.3 

3  .  7 

148.3 

148.7 

149.5 

3 . 7 

154.6 

154.7 

155.4 

3.2 

15  1.9 

151.9 

152.6 

3 . 2 

Size  D  -  Nontie t ropo  1  i t an 

( 1  ess  than  50 , 000  )  . 

150.4 

150.4 

151.0 

3.2 

148.5 

148.5 

149.1 

3 . 2 

South  urban  . 

154.0 

154.1 

154.5 

3  .  1 

152.6 

152.7 

153.1 

3  .  2 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  450.000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  . 

153.2 

153.1 

153.5 

2.9 

151.6 

151.4 

15  1.7 

3 .0 

156.7 

156.9 

157.3 

3  .  3 

152.9 

153.1 

153.6 

3  .  3 

153.7 

154.0 

154.4 

3.3 

153.6 

153.9 

154.4 

3 . 3 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

( less  than  50 ,000  )  . 

152.5 

152.6 

153.2 

3.2 

152.8 

153.1 

153.9 

3.4 

West  urban  . 

157.9 

158.0 

158.6 

2.9 

154.9 

154.9 

155.5 

3 .0 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,000  . 

158.0 

158.1 

158.7 

2  .  7 

153.4 

153.4 

154.0 

2  .  7 

162.4 

162.6 

163.0 

3.4 

159.3 

159.5 

159.9 

3.5 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

141.7 

141.9 

142.4 

2.8 

140.8 

140.9 

141.4 

2.8 

B  . 

157.4 

157.6 

157.9 

3  .  1 

154.4 

154.6 

155.0 

3  .  1 

C  . 

156.8 

157.0 

157.4 

3  .  1 

155.8 

156.0 

156.6 

3.1 

D  . 

153.7 

154.0 

154.7 

3.4 

153.0 

153.3 

154.0 

3.4 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

157.7 

158.1 

158.3 

2.8 

152.7 

152.9 

15  3.2 

2 . 8 

Los  Ang e 1 e s -Anahe im-Ri ve rs i d e ,  CA  . 

15  7.6 

157.3 

158.2 

2  .  3 

152.3 

151.9 

152.7 

2 . 3 

N  .  Y . -No r t he r n  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phi  1 . -Wi lmington-Trenton ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 

166.7 

167.2 

168.2 

3  .  1 

162.8 

163.3 

164.4 

3  .  1 

162.8 

163.6 

164.5 

2.6 

162.1 

163.0 

163.7 

2 . 4 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  . 

155.9 

155.6 

156.3 

2.6 

153.4 

153.0 

153.8 

2.5 

Balt imo  r e ,  MD  . 

155.7 

_ 

155.4 

2.4 

154.6 

154.4 

2 . 4 

Boston-Lawrence-Salem,  MA-NH  . 

162.0 

— 

163.5 

3  .  1 

160.9 

_ 

162.1 

3 . 0 

C 1  eve  1 and-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

152.1 

- 

153.5 

3.0 

144.3 

_ 

145.8 

3  .  2 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

152.4 

— 

154.6 

3.8 

150.8 

_ 

152.6 

3 . 9 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  . 

149.9 

_ 

15  1.0 

2  .  7 

149.0 

_ 

150.1 

2 . 5 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

160.1 

“ 

160.8 

2.9 

157.6 

- 

158.2 

3  .  1 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

_ 

149.5 

_ 

_ 

149.5 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

— 

152.7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

148.0 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

— 

142.8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

142.2 

Pi t t sburgh-Beave r  Valley,  PA  . 

153.6 

- 

- 

147.2 

- 

- 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

2V  Indexes  on  a  December  1986  =  100  base. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133. 5  is  1. 063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125. 6  ( 133. 5/125. 6= 1. 063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 


'ZIZ0Z  00  ‘uoi6uiqseM 
‘S19  ‘BSd  0982 
uiy  ‘a6ueqo  ssejppv 
-0’S!  :oi  ejuM  pue  a|qe| 
6u!|!Buj  p|o  epnpuj  esee|d 
‘ssejppe  jo  a6ueqo  joj 


<tio^o<iaa 'jv^aa^ 


9661-  Jdqtuaides 
eseeiay  smsm  xapu| 
eoud  jauinsuoo  ai|)  iuojj 

bibq  Ajeiuiuns 


88Z-9  °N  liuuad 
joqen  jo  juauipedea  s'D 
pied  seej  pue  e6ejsod 
\[e\tt  sseio  jsjy 


16S!  $1  My/1 

-vrv^v®nAl,/'7 

’  irrow.- 


00C$  ‘asn  e|BAUd  joj  Aliened 

sseuisng  |epijjo 


ZVZ0Z  DO  ‘uoj6u|qseM 
soijs/jejs  Joqeq  jo  neejng 
joqen  jo  jueuujjedea  STI 


CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  rose  0.3 
percent  in  October,  the  same  as  in  September.  The  food  index  rose  0.6  percent  in  September,  reflecting 
sharp  increases  in  prices  for  dairy  products  and  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.  The  energy  index 
registered  its  first  increase  since  May,  advancing  0.7  percent  in  October.  The  index  for  petroleum-based 
energy  increased  1.4  percent,  while  the  index  for  energy  services  was  unchanged.  Excluding  food  and 
energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent,  following  a  0.3  percent  increase  in  September.  Declines  in  vehicle 
purchase  costs  and  in  the  index  for  household  furnishings  and  operation  and  a  smaller  increase  in  the  index 
for  airline  fares  more  than  offset  a  larger  increase  in  shelter  costs. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  NOVEMBER  DATA  ON  DECEMBER  12,  8:30  A.M.  (EST) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdesk@BLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84*100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  1/  . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

Homeowners'  costs  1/  . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  1/  . 

Household  insurance  1/  . . 

Maintenance  and  repair's  2/  . 

Maintenance  and  repai r—se rvic es  2/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair  — 

commodities  2/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . . . . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2/  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

Housef urnishings  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls’  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers'  apparel  2/  .... 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  . 

Apparel  services  2^1  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  . 

Public  transportation  . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services  . 

Entertainment  . 

Entertainment  commodities  . 

Entertainment  services  . 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  2 J  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  2/  . 

Personal  care  services  2/  . 

Personal  and  educational  Expenses  . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  .... 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  j j  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  \J  . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  jy  . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  1/  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . . . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$! .00  2/  . 

1  96  7  =  $  1 .00  2/  ~ . 


CPI-U 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Oct.  1996  from- 

percent 

Oct . 

Oct . 

Sept . 

change 

f  rom- 

1996 

1995 

1996 

Sept . 

to  Oct 

158.3 

3.0 

0.3 

0.3 

474.1 

- 

- 

- 

155.8 

4.0 

.5 

.6 

155.4 

4.0 

.5 

.6 

156.8 

4.7 

.6 

.7 

175.1 

3.6 

.2 

.2 

147.9 

5.0 

.5 

.5 

149.3 

12.1 

1.8 

1  .  7 

185 . 1 

4.5 

.8 

1.5 

143.9 

1.9 

.  2 

.  1 

145.7 

4.7 

.  2 

-.1 

141.6 

2.4 

.  1 

-.2 

127.6 

-2.5 

-.2 

-.5 

158.5 

4.2 

.6 

.6 

154.2 

2.8 

.5 

.5 

160.1 

3.4 

.4 

.4 

154.0 

2.9 

.1 

.3 

172.5 

3  .  1 

.3 

.3 

181.3 

3.4 

.  2 

.3 

163.3 

2.8 

.  2 

.2 

214.9 

4.8 

.0 

.  7 

178.1 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

178.4 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

163.4 

4.0 

.7 

.8 

140.2 

2 . 9 

.  2 

.2 

147.3 

3.9 

-.1 

-.1 

130.5 

1  .  2 

.8 

.8 

128.7 

3 .9 

-  .  8 

.5 

116.2 

4.2 

-1  .9 

.  7 

102.9 

18.4 

7.6 

6.3 

122.7 

2.8 

-2.8 

.0 

158.6 

3.3 

.2 

.2 

125.0 

.9 

-.1 

-.1 

111.1 

-.5 

-.4 

-.3 

141.6 

1  .  7 

.3 

.0 

149.9 

3.6 

.3 

.5 

133.4 

-.8 

1.4 

.5 

130.0 

-1.1 

1  .  7 

.5 

129.2 

.6 

1.4 

.3 

127.1 

-2  .  7 

2.8 

.9 

128.5 

-1 .9 

-2  .  2 

-2 . 2 

128.0 

.4 

1 .0 

.6 

152.0 

-.7 

.  1 

.  1 

160.6 

2 . 3 

.  1 

.  1 

143.9 

3.2 

.5 

.  1 

140.5 

3  .  1 

.4 

.  1 

143.8 

2.1 

.4 

-.2 

141.5 

2.  1 

.4 

-.2 

157.0 

-.  1 

.0 

-.3 

105.9 

7.7 

-.3 

.8 

105 . 2 

7  .  3 

-.5 

.7 

160.5 

3.3 

.3 

.4 

175.4 

2.0 

.  7 

-.  1 

105.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

192.0 

2.3 

.9 

-.2 

187.2 

4.8 

1.4 

1.2 

230.1 

3.2 

.3 

.2 

212.4 

3  .  3 

.6 

.5 

234.2 

3.2 

.3 

.2 

210.2 

3.6 

.3 

.3 

159.8 

3 .0 

.0 

.  1 

143.6 

2.9 

.2 

.  3 

178.9 

3  .  1 

-.1 

.0 

218.8 

3.8 

.2 

.4 

235  .3 

3.2 

.5 

.7 

150.9 

1.6 

.1 

.  1 

144.6 

.  1 

-.3 

-.3 

157.9 

3  .  2 

.4 

.4 

252.5 

4.6 

.2 

.4 

230.5 

5.9 

.3 

.  7 

254.3 

4.6 

.  1 

.4 

158.3 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

141.0 

2.8 

.5 

.4 

155.8 

4.0 

.5 

.6 

132.1 

2.0 

.5 

.2 

134.0 

2.7 

.8 

.5 

130.0 

-1.1 

1 .  7 

.5 

139.2 

4.6 

.4 

.7 

129.3 

.9 

.  1 

-.  1 

175.8 

3.2 

.1 

.3 

179.4 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

143.2 

3.2 

-1.0 

.  1 

183.2 

3  .  1 

.9 

.3 

234.2 

3  .  2 

.3 

.2 

204.0 

3.8 

.0 

.2 

158.8 

2.8 

.3 

.3 

154.2 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

159.4 

3.0 

.3 

.4 

154.2 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

133.2 

2  .  1 

.5 

.2 

135.5 

2.7 

.  7 

.6 

140.3 

4.5 

.4 

.6 

145.1 

3.3 

.7 

.5 

184.6 

3.4 

.0 

.1 

170.4 

3.2 

.  1 

.2 

110.5 

5  .  7 

-1  .  1 

.7 

164.7 

2.8 

.4 

.3 

167.0 

2.6 

.4 

.2 

142.0 

1  . 1 

.4 

.  1 

105.8 

8.8 

.6 

1  .4 

181.2 

3.2 

.  3 

.3 

$.632 

-2.9 

-.3 

-.3 

.211 

- 

- 

- 

CPI-W 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Oct.  1996  from- 

percent 

Oct . 

Oct . 

Sept . 
1996 

change 

f  rom- 

1996 

1995 

Sept . 

to  Oct 

155.5 

3.0 

0 . 3 

0.3 

463 . 2 

- 

- 

- 

155.2 

4.0 

.5 

.5 

154.9 

4.0 

.5 

.6 

155.9 

4.7 

.5 

.6 

174.7 

3.5 

.2 

.2 

147.5 

5.0 

.5 

.5 

148.9 

12.1 

1  .  7 

1 .6 

184.1 

4 . 4 

.5 

1  .3 

143.5 

1 .9 

.  2 

-.1 

145.6 

4.7 

.  2 

-.1 

141.3 

2.4 

.  1 

-.1 

127.1 

-2.4 

-.2 

-.6 

158.2 

4.2 

.6 

.4 

154.2 

2.9 

.5 

.5 

159.5 

3.4 

.4 

.4 

150.7 

2.8 

-.1 

.2 

167.6 

2.9 

.  2 

.2 

158.3 

3  .  1 

.  1 

.2 

162.9 

2 . 7 

.  2 

.  1 

214.6 

4.5 

-.2 

.4 

162.4 

2.9 

.  3 

.2 

162.7 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

148.7 

3.0 

.5 

.5 

138.5 

2  .  1 

.4 

.4 

149.5 

3.5 

.  1 

.  1 

124.8 

.4 

1.0 

1.0 

128.3 

3.9 

-.9 

.5 

115.6 

4.3 

-2.0 

.  7 

102.6 

18.2 

7.5 

6.5 

122.2 

3  .  1 

-2.8 

.2 

159.2 

3.4 

.3 

.3 

123.4 

.6 

-.2 

-.2 

109.7 

-.6 

-.4 

-.5 

142.1 

1  .9 

.2 

-.  1 

152.5 

3.0 

.2 

.3 

132.4 

-.7 

1.4 

.4 

129.2 

-1.0 

1.6 

.5 

129.0 

.9 

1.6 

.6 

125.4 

-2.9 

2.6 

.5 

128.9 

-2.9 

-2.6 

-2.6 

129.2 

.6 

1  .  1 

.5 

15  1.9 

.7 

.3 

1.4 

159.7 

2 . 2 

.0 

.0 

143.5 

3.2 

.4 

.2 

141.2 

3  .  1 

.4 

.2 

145.0 

2.2 

.5 

-.  1 

141.1 

2.0 

.4 

-.2 

158.3 

.  1 

.  1 

-.3 

106.0 

7.9 

-.2 

1.0 

105.3 

7.6 

-.5 

.9 

161.4 

3  .  3 

.4 

.3 

171.2 

2  .  1 

.8 

-.1 

104.1 

-.1 

.0 

-.1 

188.2 

2.4 

1 .0 

.0 

184.3 

5.4 

1.4 

1.0 

229.4 

3 . 2 

.3 

.  2 

209.8 

3  .  2 

.6 

.5 

233.9 

3 . 2 

.3 

.  1 

211.4 

3.6 

.3 

.3 

157.5 

3.0 

.  1 

.  1 

142.5 

2.7 

.2 

.1 

179.1 

3  .  2 

-.1 

.0 

215.3 

3.6 

.3 

.5 

234.8 

2 . 9 

.5 

.  7 

150.9 

1.5 

.  1 

.  1 

145.4 

.2 

-.2 

-.2 

158.0 

3  . 1 

.5 

.5 

247 . 7 

4.6 

.2 

.4 

232.4 

6.1 

.4 

.7 

249 . 2 

4.5 

.2 

.4 

155.5 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

141.0 

2.8 

.4 

.4 

155.2 

4.0 

.5 

.5 

132.3 

2.0 

.5 

.3 

133.8 

2.9 

.8 

.5 

129.2 

-1.0 

1.6 

.5 

139.0 

4.7 

.4 

.8 

129.2 

.8 

.0 

-.2 

173.0 

3  .  2 

.  1 

.2 

161.3 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

131.5 

3.2 

-1.1 

.3 

180.8 

3.1 

.9 

.2 

233.9 

3.2 

.3 

.  1 

200 . 7 

3.8 

.  1 

.2 

155.5 

2.8 

.2 

.  2 

152.4 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

146.1 

3.0 

.  3 

.3 

152.0 

3.0 

.3 

.  3 

133.4 

2.1 

.5 

.3 

135.3 

3.0 

.  7 

.6 

140.0 

4.6 

.4 

.  7 

144.8 

3.5 

.6 

.6 

164.4 

3  .  3 

-.  1 

.  1 

167.8 

3 . 2 

.  1 

.3 

110.1 

6.1 

-1.1 

.8 

161.9 

2.8 

.4 

.2 

163.7 

2.5 

.4 

.2 

141.6 

1  .  1 

.4 

.  1 

106.0 

8.7 

.5 

1.4 

178.6 

3 . 2 

.3 

.  2 

$.643 

-2.9 

-.3 

-.3 

.216 

- 

- 

- 

1/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

?/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2 
Workers 


Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for 
(CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 


(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  1/ 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200.000 
Size  B  -  500.000  to  1.200,000 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  5O0,Oo0  .. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  l,2O0,OOO 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  366,000  .. 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 


South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000 
Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,206,000 

Size  C  -  50 , 000  to  456, 006 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

( less  than  56,600)  . 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,256,666 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, 060  , 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

B  T . 

C  . 

D  . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange les-Anaheim-Riverside ,  CA  . 

N . Y . -Northern  N,J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil ,-Wilmington-Trenton,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 
San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  . 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

Boston-Lawrence-Salem,  MA-NH  . 

Cleveland-Akron-Lorain,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

Dal las-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  . 


CPI-U 


I ndexes 

Percent 

change  to 
Oct.  1996 

Aug  . 

1996 

Sept . 
1996 

Oct . 
1996 

f  rom- 
Oct.  1995 

157.3 

157.8 

158.3 

3.0 

164.0 

164.6 

165.1 

3.0 

164.7 

165.4 

165.7 

2.9 

162.2 

162.2 

162.4 

2.5 

161.8 

162.2 

163.8 

3.5 

153.4 

154.0 

154.4 

3.2 

154.0 

154.5 

154.8 

3.0 

152.8 

153.3 

154.0 

3.8 

154.7 

155.4 

156.5 

3.3 

150.4 

151.0 

151.1 

3.5 

154.1 

154.5 

154.9 

2.9 

153.1 

153.5 

153.7 

2.5 

156.9 

157.3 

157.7 

3.3 

154.0 

154.4 

154.8 

2.9 

152.6 

153.2 

154.3 

3.6 

158.0 

158.6 

159.1 

2.9 

158.1 

158.7 

159.2 

2.8 

162.6 

163.0 

163.2 

3.4 

141.9 

142.4 

142.7 

2.8 

157.6 

157.9 

158.4 

3.2 

157.0 

157.4 

158.2 

3.2 

154.0 

154.7 

155.5 

3  .  7 

158.1 

158.3 

158.8 

2.9 

157.3 

158.2 

158.8 

2 . 3 

167.2 

168.2 

168.2 

2.8 

163.6 

164.5 

164.9 

2.8 

155.6 

156.3 

156.6 

2.6 

_ 

155.4 

_ 

_ 

— 

163.5 

_ 

_ 

— 

153.5 

— 

_ 

— 

154.6 

_ 

_ 

— 

15  1.0 

— 

_ 

- 

160.8 

- 

149.5 

150.7 

2.7 

152.7 

— 

153.8 

2.7 

142.8 

— 

143.2 

1  .  1 

153.6 

— 

154.5 

2.7 

CPI-W 


I ndexes 

Percent 

change  to 
Oct.  1996 

Aug  . 

1996 

Sept . 
1996 

Oc  t . 

f  rora- 

1996 

Oct.  1995 

154.5 

155.1 

155.5 

3.0 

161.4 

162.0 

162.4 

2.9 

161.0 

161.8 

162.1 

2.9 

160.0 

159.8 

160.1 

2.4 

163.2 

163.7 

165.3 

3.3 

149.9 

150.6 

151.0 

3.2 

149.9 

150.4 

150.7 

3.0 

148.7 

149.5 

150.2 

3.9 

151.9 

152.6 

153.7 

3 . 3 

148.5 

149.1 

149.2 

3.5 

152.7 

153.1 

153.5 

3.0 

151.4 

151.7 

151.9 

2.6 

153.1 

153.6 

153.9 

3.3 

153.9 

154.4 

154.8 

2.9 

153.1 

153.9 

154.8 

3.7 

154.9 

155.5 

155.9 

2.8 

153.4 

154.0 

154.4 

2 . 7 

159.5 

159.9 

160.2 

3.5 

140.9 

141.4 

141.7 

2.8 

154.6 

155.0 

155.4 

3  .  1 

156.0 

156.6 

157.4 

3.2 

153.3 

154.0 

154.7 

3.7 

152.9 

153.2 

153.7 

3.0 

151.9 

152.7 

153.2 

2.2 

163.3 

164.4 

164.4 

2.9 

163.0 

163.7 

164.2 

2.8 

153.0 

153.8 

154.0 

2.5 

_ 

154.4 

_ 

_ 

— 

162.1 

_ 

_ 

— 

145.8 

— 

_ 

— 

152.6 

_ 

_ 

— 

150.1 

— 

_ 

- 

158.2 

- 

149.5 

_ 

150.7 

2.9 

148.0 

- 

148.8 

2.6 

142.2 

- 

142.5 

1  .  1 

147.2 

- 

148.0 

2.6 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

~2/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986  =  100  base. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133. 5  is  1. 063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  rose  0.3 
percent  in  November,  the  same  as  in  each  of  the  two  preceding  months.  The  food  index  increased  0.3  percent 
in  November  after  advancing  0.6  percent  in  October.  Substantially  smaller  increases  in  the  indexes  for 
dairy  products  and  for  fruits  and  vegetables  were  responsible  for  the  moderation.  The  energy  index 
increased  for  the  second  consecutive  month,  advancing  1.2  percent  in  November.  The  index  for  petroleum- 
based  energy  increased  1.7  percent,  and  the  index  for  energy  services  rose  0.7  percent.  Excluding  food  and 
energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent,  the  same  as  in  October. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  DECEMBER  DATA  ON  JANUARY  14,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EST) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdesk@BLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 


All  items  . 

A 1 1  items  ( 1967= 


100) 


Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

Other  food  at  home  . . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  1/  . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  . 

Homeowners'  costs  _1/  . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  . 

Household  insurance  J [/  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  2 /  . 

Maintenance  and  repair  services  2 /  . 
Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  2/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  2 /  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  .... 

Housef urnishings  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls’  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers’  apparel  2 /  .... 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  . 

Apparel  services  J2/  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  . 

Public  transportation  . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services  . 

Entertainment  3/ . 

EntertainmenT  commodities  . 

Entertainment  services  4y . 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  2 J  . . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  2y  . 

Personal  care  services  2J  . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  .... 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . . 

Durables  . . . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  l_/  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  \_l  . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  5y . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  l_l  . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . . . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  W  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$! .00  2/  . 

1 96 7  =  $ 1 .00  2/  T . 


1/ 

7/ 

7/ 

7f  / 

7/ 

NOTE: 


U-population  indexes  on 
Not  seasonally  adjusted. 


1996: 

1996: 

1996: 


Revised  indexes  for  Oct. 

Revised  indexes  for  Oct. 

Revised  indexes  for  Oct. 

Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted  Seasonally 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent  change  to  adjusted 

indexes 

Nov.  1996  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Nov.  1996 

f  rom- 

percent 

Nov . 

Nov . 

Oct . 

change  from- 

Nov . 

Nov. 

Oct.  change  from 

1996 

1995 

1996 

Oc t .  to  Nov . 

1996 

1995 

1996  Oct 

.  to  Nov 

158.6 

3.3 

0.2 

0.3 

!  155.9 

3.3 

0 . 3 

0.3 

475.0 

— 

— 

- 

!  464.2 

- 

- 

- 

156.2 

4.3 

.3 

.3 

:  155.7 

4.3 

.3 

.3 

155.9 

4.4 

.3 

.3 

:  155.4 

4.4 

.3 

.3 

157.2 

5.2 

.3 

.3 

:  156.4 

5.2 

.3 

.4 

175.4 

3.8 

.2 

.6 

:  175.1 

3  .  7 

.2 

.7 

148.9 

5.1 

.7 

.3 

;  148.6 

5.2 

.  7 

.4 

149.3 

11.7 

.0 

.  1 

:  149.2 

11.8 

.2 

.2 

186.3 

6.3 

.6 

.2 

I  185.2 

6.2 

.6 

.3 

143.4 

2.1 

-.3 

.  1 

:  143.0 

2  .  1 

-.3 

.2 

144.2 

4.2 

-1.0 

-.3 

!  144.0 

4.0 

-1.1 

-.4 

140.8 

2.2 

-.6 

.  2 

!  140.5 

2.0 

-.6 

.  2 

127.2 

-2.5 

-.3 

.0 

1  126.7 

-2.4 

-.3 

.2 

158.3 

4.8 

-.1 

.4 

1  158.2 

4.9 

.0 

.5 

154.7 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

1  154.7 

3 . 1 

.3 

.3 

160.2 

3 . 2 

.  1 

-.  1 

!  159.6 

3.2 

.1 

.  1 

153.9 

3.0 

-.1 

.2 

!  150.7 

2 . 9 

.0 

.3 

172.4 

3.0 

-.1 

.2 

!  167.7 

3.0 

.  1 

.4 

179.9 

3.5 

-.8 

.2 

!  157.6 

3 . 2 

-.4 

.2 

163.7 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

!  163.4 

2.8 

.3 

.2 

207.9 

5.3 

-3.3 

.  1 

!  207.4 

5.0 

-3.4 

.0 

178.6 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

!  162.8 

2.8 

.2 

.4 

178.9 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

:  i63.i 

2.8 

.2 

.4 

164.6 

4.4 

.7 

.9 

:  i5o.o 

3  .  5 

.9 

.9 

141.1 

3.6 

.6 

.6 

:  139.9 

3 . 2 

1  .0 

1  .0 

147.6 

4.1 

.2 

.2 

!  149.9 

3  .  7 

.3 

.3 

132.3 

2.8 

1.4 

1.4 

!  127.1 

2.6 

1 .8 

1.8 

128.4 

4.3 

-.2 

.5 

!  128.1 

4.4 

-.2 

.5 

115.7 

5.1 

-.4 

.9 

:  ii5.i 

5 . 1 

-.4 

.9 

105.9 

20.8 

2.9 

2.0 

!  105.7 

20 . 7 

3.0 

2.0 

121.7 

3.5 

-.8 

.7 

;  121.2 

3.7 

-.8 

.7 

158.9 

3.5 

.2 

.2 

!  159.5 

3.6 

.2 

.2 

124.8 

1  .0 

-.2 

-.1 

1  123.3 

.8 

-.1 

.  1 

110.8 

-.2 

-.3 

-.2 

!  109.5 

-.2 

-.2 

.0 

141.8 

1.4 

.1 

.1 

:  142.4 

1  .8 

.2 

.3 

149.6 

3.2 

-.2 

-.1 

!  152.4 

2.8 

-.1 

.  1 

133.4 

-.2 

.0 

.5 

1  132.4 

-.  1 

.0 

.5 

129.9 

-.5 

-.1 

.5 

1  129.1 

-.3 

-.1 

.6 

131.2 

2.2 

1.5 

1.3 

1  130.9 

2.3 

1.5 

1.4 

126.7 

-2.2 

-.3 

.6 

!  125.0 

-2 . 1 

-.3 

.7 

126.7 

-2.3 

-1.4 

-1.4 

!  127.7 

-2.4 

-.9 

-.9 

127.7 

.8 

-.2 

.2 

1  128.9 

1 .0 

-.2 

.2 

149.0 

-1.5 

-2.0 

-.8 

1  148.7 

-.3 

-2.1 

-.9 

160.9 

2.4 

.2 

.2 

!  160.0 

2.2 

.  2 

.  2 

144.8 

3.9 

.6 

.2 

!  144.5 

4.0 

.7 

.3 

141.5 

3 . 7 

.  7 

.3 

1  142.2 

3.9 

.7 

.3 

144.8 

1.8 

.7 

-.1 

!  146.0 

2.1 

.7 

-.1 

142.3 

1  .6 

.6 

-.4 

:  i4i.9 

1.6 

.6 

-.3 

156.5 

-.8 

-.3 

-.4 

:  157.7 

-.7 

-.4 

-.5 

107.8 

11.8 

1.8 

1  .  7 

:  108.1 

12.3 

2.0 

1  .  9 

107.1 

11.6 

1  .8 

1.8 

:  107.4 

12.0 

2.0 

2.0 

160.5 

3.1 

.0 

.1 

:  161.4 

3  .  1 

.0 

.  1 

176.2 

2.0 

.5 

.  1 

!  171.9 

2.0 

.4 

-.1 

105 . 1 

.0 

.1 

-.2 

!  104.2 

-.  1 

.  1 

-.1 

193.0 

2.3 

.5 

.1 

!  189.1 

2.4 

.5 

-.1 

187.3 

5.5 

.  1 

-.9 

!  184.5 

6.0 

.1 

-.2 

230.5 

3 . 1 

.2 

.3 

|  229.9 

3.2 

.2 

.3 

211.9 

2.7 

-.2 

-.2 

I  209.1 

2.6 

-.3 

-.4 

234.9 

3.3 

.  3 

.4 

1  234.6 

3.3 

.  3 

.4 

210.9 

3.7 

.3 

.5 

:  212.1 

3.7 

.3 

.5 

160.7 

3.0 

.4 

.1 

!  158.3 

3.1 

.3 

.3 

144.0 

2.4 

.3 

.0 

!  142.8 

2.4 

.2 

.2 

180.3 

3.4 

.4 

.3 

!  180.4 

3.6 

.4 

.3 

219.2 

3.8 

.2 

.4 

!  215.8 

3.6 

.2 

.3 

236.2 

3.2 

.4 

.4 

!  235.8 

2.9 

.4 

.3 

151.2 

1.5 

.2 

.2 

!  151.3 

1  .5 

.3 

.3 

144.7 

-.1 

.1 

.  1 

!  145.4 

.0 

.0 

.0 

158.6 

3.3 

.4 

.4 

!  158.7 

3.4 

.4 

.4 

252.8 

4.6 

.1 

.4 

!  248.1 

4.6 

.2 

.4 

230 . 7 

5.5 

.  1 

.3 

:  232.6 

5.8 

.  1 

.3 

254.7 

4.6 

.2 

.4 

!  249.7 

4.6 

.2 

.4 

158.6 

3.3 

.2 

.3 

1  155.9 

3.3 

.3 

.3 

141.5 

3  .  1 

.4 

.3 

:  i4i.6 

3.4 

.4 

.4 

156.2 

4.3 

.3 

.3 

:  155.7 

4.3 

.3 

.3 

132.6 

2.5 

.4 

.3 

:  132.9 

2.6 

.5 

.3 

134.7 

3.6 

.5 

.9 

:  134.6 

4.2 

.6 

.9 

129.9 

-.5 

-.1 

.5 

:  i29.i 

-.3 

-.1 

.6 

140.3 

5.8 

.8 

.  7 

:  140.2 

6.1 

.9 

.9 

129.6 

.7 

.2 

-.2 

:  129.5 

.  7 

.  2 

-.2 

175.9 

3.3 

.  1 

.2 

!  173.2 

3.3 

.  1 

.3 

179.4 

3.0 

.0 

.3 

;  161.3 

2 . 9 

.0 

.2 

142.9 

3.5 

-.2 

.4 

:  ni.2 

3.5 

-.2 

.4 

183.7 

3.2 

.3 

-.1 

!  181.3 

3  .  1 

.3 

.0 

234.9 

3.3 

.3 

.4 

!  234.6 

3.3 

.3 

.4 

204.8 

4.0 

.2 

.3 

!  201.5 

4.0 

.3 

.3 

159.0 

3.0 

.1 

.3 

!  155.8 

3.0 

.2 

.3 

154.6 

3.3 

.3 

.3 

:  152.8 

3.4 

.3 

.3 

159.6 

3.3 

.1 

.3 

:  146.4 

3.4 

.2 

.3 

154.5 

3.2 

.2 

.3 

:  152.3 

3.3 

.2 

.3 

133.7 

2.5 

.4 

.3 

:  134.0 

2.8 

.4 

.3 

136.1 

3.6 

.4 

.6 

:  136.0 

4.1 

.5 

.  7 

141.2 

5.4 

.6 

.8 

!  141.1 

5.8 

.8 

.9 

145.6 

3.9 

.3 

.6 

!  145.4 

4.2 

.4 

.6 

184.8 

3.5 

.  1 

.3 

!  164.7 

3.5 

.2 

.4 

170.4 

3 . 3 

.0 

.2 

1  167.9 

3.3 

.  1 

.  2 

111.1 

8.1 

.5 

1  .2 

!  110.9 

8.5 

.7 

1.4 

164.9 

2.9 

.1 

.2 

1  162.2 

2.9 

.2 

.2 

167.2 

2.6 

.  1 

.2 

:  163.9 

2.5 

.  1 

.2 

142.2 

1  .  1 

.1 

.1 

;  i4i.8 

1  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

107.9 

12.9 

2.0 

1  .  7 

I  108.2 

12.9 

2  .  1 

1 .9 

181.4 

3.2 

.  1 

.2 

!  178.9 

3.2 

.2 

.  3 

$.631 

-3.1 

-.2 

-.2 

:  $.642 

-3 . 2 

-.2 

-.2 

.211 

— 

— 

!  .215 

— 

— 

— 

1982=100 

base;  W- 

-population 

indexes  on  a 

December  1984= 

100  base  . 

-U= 1 60 . 1 , 
-U= 1 79 . 5  , 

CPI-W= 

CPI-W= 

157.8 

179.7 

JAM 

'  ^  1997 

-U  =  204 . 3  , 

CPI -W=200 . 9 

LAW  LIBRARY 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  A1 1  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price 


Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items 

index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 

I ndexes 

CPI-U 

Percent 

Area 

change  to 
Nov.  1996 

Sept  . 
1996 

Oct . 

Nov . 

f  rom- 

1996 

1996 

Nov.  1995 

U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  \_l 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  500,000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  . 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

( less  than  50 , 000  )  . 

South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  i, 200, 000  . 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  i,  250, 000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,000  . 

Size  classes 

A  2/  . 

B  T . 

C  . 

D  . 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anahe im-Ri ve rs ide ,  CA  . 

N . Y . -No rthe rn  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil . -Wilmington-Trenton ,  PA-NJ-DE-MD  .. 
San  Franc isco-Oakl and-S an  Jose,  CA  . 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

Bos t on-Lawr enc e-S a  1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

C 1  eve  1 and-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  M0-IL  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Hous t o n-Ga 1 ves t on-Br azor ia ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  . 


157.8 

158.3 

158.6 

3 . 3 

164.6 

165.1 

165.4 

3 . 1 

165.4 

165.7 

166.0 

2.9 

162.2 

162.4 

163.1 

3.0 

162.2 

163.8 

164.3 

3.7 

154.0 

154.4 

155.0 

3.7 

154.5 

154.8 

155.3 

3.4 

153.3 

154.0 

154.5 

4 . 3 

155.4 

156.5 

157.1 

3 . 7 

151.0 

151.1 

151.9 

4.0 

154.5 

154.9 

155.1 

3 . 1 

153.5 

153.7 

153.8 

2.7 

157.3 

157.7 

158.2 

3 . 7 

154.4 

154.8 

154.7 

2.9 

153.2 

154.3 

154.6 

3.8 

158.6 

159.1 

159.2 

3  .  1 

158.7 

159.2 

159.1 

3.0 

163.0 

163.2 

163.9 

3.5 

142.4 

142.7 

142.9 

3.0 

157.9 

158.4 

158.9 

3.5 

157.4 

158.2 

158.5 

3.3 

154.7 

155.5 

155.8 

3.9 

158.3 

158.8 

159.4 

3.5 

158.2 

158.8 

158.4 

2.6 

168.2 

168.2 

168.4 

2 . 8 

164.5 

164.9 

164.3 

2.9 

156.3 

R/156.9 

156.9 

3.0 

155.4 

154.8 

2.4 

163.5 

— 

166.3 

3  .  7 

153.5 

— 

153.8 

3.8 

154.6 

— 

156.4 

4 . 1 

15  1.0 

— 

151.4 

3 . 9 

160.8 

- 

161.2 

3 .9 

_ 

150.7 

_ 

- 

153.8 

— 

— 

- 

143.2 

— 

— 

- 

154.5 

- 

- 

Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 


CPI-W 


Indexes 

Percent 

change  to 
Nov.  1996 

Sept . 
1996 

Oct . 

Nov . 

f  rom- 

1996 

1996 

Nov.  1995 

155.1 

155.5 

155.9 

3.3 

162.0 

162.4 

163.0 

3.2 

161.8 

162.1 

162.6 

3  .  1 

159.8 

160.1 

160.7 

2.9 

163.7 

165.3 

166.0 

3 . 7 

150.6 

151.0 

151.7 

3.8 

150.4 

150.7 

151.3 

3.5 

149.5 

150.2 

150.8 

4.4 

152.6 

153.7 

154.5 

3.8 

149.1 

149.2 

150.1 

4.2 

153.1 

153.5 

153.7 

3 . 2 

151.7 

151.9 

152.0 

2.8 

153.6 

153.9 

154.5 

3  .  7 

154.4 

154.8 

154.7 

2.9 

153.9 

154.8 

155.1 

4.0 

155.5 

155.9 

155.9 

3.0 

154.0 

154.4 

154.3 

2.9 

159.9 

160.2 

160.8 

3.5 

141.4 

141.7 

142.0 

3  .  1 

155.0 

155.4 

156.0 

3.5 

156.6 

157.4 

157.7 

3.3 

154.0 

154.7 

155.1 

3.9 

153.2 

153.7 

154.4 

3.6 

152.7 

153.2 

152.9 

2 . 5 

164.4 

164.4 

164.7 

3.0 

163.7 

164.2 

164.0 

3.0 

153.8 

R/154.3 

154.2 

2.9 

154.4 

_ 

153.6 

2.5 

162.1 

_ 

165.4 

3 . 8 

145.8 

— 

146.2 

4.0 

152.6 

_ 

154.6 

4.3 

150.1 

* 

150.5 

3.8 

158.2 

- 

158.7 

4.1 

_ 

150.7 

_ 

- 

148.8 

— 

— 

_ 

142.5 

— 

_ 

— 

148.0 

- 

- 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

Data  not  available. 

R/  Revised. 

KOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  sen/ices. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1 )  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  1 33.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $24  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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